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            Abstract
The number of young cancer survivors is increasing owing to advances in cancer therapeutics, but many face infertility as a result of their treatment. Technologies that already exist for cancer patients concerned about their future fertility include sperm banking for men and hormonal intervention followed by in vitro fertilization and embryo cryopreservation for women. However, logistical barriers to timely patient referral and coordination of care between specialties can limit patient access to all the available options. Moreover, there are few alternatives for young women and girls who cannot delay their cancer treatment, or who are unable to undergo hormonal intervention. The Oncofertility Consortium is a network of researchers, physicians and scholars who are advancing fertility preservation options for young cancer patients. Research into the societal, ethical, and legal implications is also an important part of the work performed by the Oncofertility Consortium, which is providing new perspectives on patient decision-making about how to access these emerging reproductive technologies. Experts in the fields of oncology, reproductive medicine, the social sciences, law, education, and the humanities are working together to develop next-generation reproductive interventions and promote communication between scholars, clinicians, patients, and the public to ensure that young cancer patients are equipped with the most appropriate information and options for having a family in the future.


Key Points

                	
                  Advances in cancer diagnostics and therapeutics have increased the number of young cancer survivors; however, some life-preserving cancer treatments can pose a threat to a patient's fertility

                
	
                  The Oncofertility Consortium is a confederation of partners funded by an NIH Roadmap grant that is advancing fertility preservation options for young cancer patients

                
	
                  The NIH Roadmap Grant program provides a unique structure that supports the work of multidisciplinary teams to solve large, intractable problems in health care

                
	
                  The development of a National Physicians Cooperative brings together the specialties of oncology and reproductive medicine to more-efficiently guide patients after a cancer diagnosis

                
	
                  Collaborations between biomaterials scientists, reproductive endocrinologists, and clinical researchers have led to breakthroughs that may improve and expand fertility preservation options for women

                
	
                  Cooperation with the social sciences, humanities, law, and education allows a comprehensive means of understanding and fulfilling the needs of patients wishing to preserve fertility after a cancer diagnosis

                


              



            
                
                    

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



                
            


            
                
                    
                

            

            
                
                
                
                
                    
                        This is a preview of subscription content, access via your institution

                    

                    
                

                

                Access options

                


                
                    
                        
                            

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
    



                        

                        

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



                    
                

                
    
    Subscribe to this journal
Receive 12 print issues and online access
$209.00 per year
only $17.42 per issue

Learn more


Rent or buy this article
Prices vary by article type
from$1.95
to$39.95
Learn more


Prices may be subject to local taxes which are calculated during checkout



  

    
    
        
    Additional access options:

    	
            Log in
        
	
            Learn about institutional subscriptions
        
	
            Read our FAQs
        
	
            Contact customer support
        



    

                
                    Figure 1: Structure of the Oncofertility Consortium.[image: ]


Figure 2: The National Physicians Cooperative.[image: ]


Figure 3: In vitro follicle maturation.[image: ]
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