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                According to John A. Tessensohn, an attorney specializing in pharmaceutical patent litigation at Shusaku Yamamoto, Osaka, Japan, the most important patent case centres on so-called 'patent term extensions'. These are periods of time â€” of up to 5 years in Japan â€” that can be added to the length of a patent to compensate for any delay in marketing the invention that is caused by the time taken to gain regulatory approval for a drug.
â€œThe landmark Supreme Court decision in Takeda Chemical Industries versus the Japan Patent Office made it possible to obtain a patent term extension for a new form (for example, a tablet) of a previously approved medicine (for example, an injectable form) if the pre-approved form is not covered by the patent in question,â€� he says.
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