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                Of the 3,700 companies that have approached IBM Watson to ask about building on top of its technology, 30% are from the healthcare field.


Watson takes gene sequencing data, including a patient's unique set of genetic variants, identifies the most probable driver mutations based on that file and correlates the information with biological pathways to identify actionable drug targets. The software then performs a comprehensive search of the literature to come up with a list of potential drugs that could be relevant in the patient's overall treatment path. It can quickly identify protein-protein interactions, protein-drug interactions and drug-disease interactionsâ€”items that are in the literature but not in the standard databases institutes search now. â€œWe envision making Watson Genomics generally available next year,â€� says Harvey, as a product delivered over the cloud using a service model. A physician would bill for the analysis on a per patient basis as a service.
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