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            Abstract
The structure of the open-channel form of the acetylcholine receptor has been determined from electron images of Torpedo ray postsynaptic membranes activated by brief (<5ms) mixing with droplets containing acetylcholine. Comparison with the closed-channel form shows that acetylcholine initiates small rotations of the subunits in the extracellular domain, which trigger a change in configuration of Î±-helices lining the membrane-spanning pore. The open pore tapers towards the intracellular membrane face, where it is shaped by a 'barrel' of Î±-helices having a pronounced right-handed twist.




            
                
                    

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



                
            


            
                
                    
                

            

            
                
                
                
                
                    
                        This is a preview of subscription content, access via your institution

                    

                    
                

                

                Access options

                


                
                    
                        
                            

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
    



                        

                        

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



                    
                

                
    

    
    
        
    Additional access options:

    	
            Log in
        
	
            Learn about institutional subscriptions
        
	
            Read our FAQs
        
	
            Contact customer support
        



    

                
                    
                


                
                    
                        
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        A release of local subunit conformational heterogeneity underlies gating in a muscle nicotinic acetylcholine receptor
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         27 February 2024
                                    

                                

                                Mackenzie J. Thompson, Farid Mansoub Bekarkhanechi, â€¦ John E. Baenziger

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Structures of highly flexible intracellular domain of human Î±7 nicotinic acetylcholine receptor
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         10 February 2022
                                    

                                

                                Vasyl Bondarenko, Marta M. Wells, â€¦ Pei Tang

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Structure and mechanism of a neuropeptide-activated channel in the ENaC/DEG superfamily
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         07 August 2023
                                    

                                

                                Fenglian Liu, Yu Dang, â€¦ Qingfeng Chen

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                    
                
            

            
                References
	Hille, B. Ionic Channels of Excitable Membranes (Sinauer, Sunderland, 1992).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Lester, H. A. A. Rev. Biophys. biomolec. Struct. 21, 267â€“292 (1992).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Karlin, A. Curr. Opin. Neurobiol. 3, 299â€“309 (1993).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Changeux, J.-P., Galzi, J.-L., Devillers-Thiery, A. & Bertrand, D. Qt. Rev. Biophys. 25, 395â€“432 (1992).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Toyoshima, C. & Unwin, N. Nature 336, 247â€“250 (1988).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Toyoshima, C. & Unwin, P. N. T. J. Cell Biol. 111, 2623â€“2635 (1990).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Unwin, N. J. molec. Biol. 229, 1101â€“1124 (1993).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Dilger, J. P. & Brett, R. S. Biophys. J. 57, 723â€“731 (1990).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Matsubara, N., Billington, A. P. & Hess, G. P. Biochemistry 31, 5507â€“5514 (1992).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Colquhoun, D. & Sakmann, B. J. Physiol. Lond. 369, 501â€“557 (1985).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Colquhoun, D. & Ogden, D. C. J. Physiol. Lond. 395, 131â€“159 (1988).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Brisson, A. & Unwin, P. N. T. J. Cell Biol. 99, 1202â€“1211 (1984).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	DeRosier, D. J. & Klug, A. Nature 217, 130â€“134 (1968).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Berriman, J. A. & Unwin, N. Ultramicroscopy 56, 241â€“252 (1994).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Herz, J. M., Johnson, D. A. & Taylor, P. J. biol. Chem. 264, 12439â€“12448 (1989).
CASÂ 
    PubMedÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Valenzuela, C. F., Weign, P., Yguerabide, J. & Johnson, D. A. Biophys. J. 66, 674â€“682 (1994).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Blount, P. & Merlie, J. P. Neuron 3, 349â€“357 (1989).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Pedersen, S. E. & Cohen, J. B. Proc. natn. Acad. Sci. U.S.A. 87, 2785â€“2789 (1990).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Sine, S. M. & Claudio, T. J. biol. Chem. 266, 19369â€“19377 (1991).
CASÂ 
    PubMedÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Czajkowski, C. & Karlin, A. J. biol. Chem. 266, 22603â€“22612 (1991).
CASÂ 
    PubMedÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Jackson, M. B. Proc. natn. Acad. Sci. U.S.A. 86, 2219â€“2203 (1989).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Sine, S. M., Claudio, T. & Sigworth, F. S. J. gen. Physiol. 96, 395â€“437 (1990).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Popot, J.-L. & Changeux, J.-P. Physiol. Rev. 64, 1162â€“1239 (1984).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Gorne-Tschelnokow, U. et al. EMBO J. 13, 338â€“341 (1994).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Blanton, M. P. & Cohen, J. B. Biochemistry 33, 2859â€“2872 (1994).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Stein, P. E. et al. Structure 2, 45â€“57 (1994).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Sixma, T. K. et al. Nature 351, 371â€“377 (1991).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Ladenstein, R. et al. J. molec. Biol. 203, 1045â€“1070 (1988).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Gerstein, M., Schulz, G. & Chothia, C. J. molec. Biol. 229, 494â€“501 (1993).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Akabas, M. H., Stauffer, D. A., Xu, M. & Karlin, A. Science 258, 307â€“310 (1992).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Akabas, M. H., Kaufmann, C., Archdeacon, P. & Karlin, A. Neuron 13, 919â€“927 (1994).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Cohen, B. N., Labarca, C., Davidson, N. & Lester, H. A. J. gen. Physiol. 100, 373â€“400 (1992).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Dani, J. A. J. Neurosci. 9, 884â€“892 (1989).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Giraudat, J. et al. Proc. natn. Acad. Sci. U.S.A. 83, 2719â€“2723 (1986).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Revah, F. et al. Proc. natn. Acad. Sci. U.S.A. 87, 4675â€“4679 (1990).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Hucho, F. L., Oberthur, W. & Lottspeich, F. FEBS Lett. 205, 137â€“142 (1986).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	White, B. H. & Cohen, J. B. J. biol. Chem. 267, 15770â€“15783 (1992).
CASÂ 
    PubMedÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Imoto, K. et al. Nature 335, 645â€“648 (1988).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Charnet, P. et al. Neuron 2, 497â€“513 (1990).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Imoto, K. et al. FEBS Lett. 289, 193â€“200 (1991).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Villarroel, A., Herlitze, S., Koenen, M. & Sakmann, B. Proc. R. Soc. B243, 69â€“74 (1991).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Unwin, N. Neuron 3, 665â€“676 (1989).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Lee, Y.-H. et al. Biophys. J. 66, 646â€“653 (1994).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Galzi, J.-L. et al. Nature 359, 500â€“505 (1992).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	EiselÃ©, J.-L. et al. Nature 366, 479â€“483 (1993).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Toyoshima, C. & Unwin, N. Ultramicroscopy 25, 279â€“292 (1988).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Unwin, P. N. T. & Henderson, R. J. molec. Biol. 94, 425â€“440 (1975).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Kubalek, E., Ralston, S., Lindstrom, J. & Unwin, N. J. Cell Biol. 105, 9â€“18 (1987).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Sine, S. M. & Steinbach, J. H. Biophys. J. 46, 277â€“284 (1982).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	MRC Laboratory of Molecular Biology, Hills Road, Cambridge, CB2 2QH, UK
Nigel Unwin


Authors	Nigel UnwinView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar







Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Unwin, N. Acetylcholine receptor channel imaged in the open state.
                    Nature 373, 37â€“43 (1995). https://doi.org/10.1038/373037a0
Download citation
	Received: 12 October 1994

	Accepted: 08 December 1994

	Issue Date: 05 January 1995

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1038/373037a0


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        








            


            
        
            
                This article is cited by

                
                    	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Î±7 Nicotinic acetylcholine receptor: a key receptor in the cholinergic anti-inflammatory pathway exerting an antidepressant effect
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Huiyang Liu
	Xiaomei Zhang
	Ling Zhao


                                
                                Journal of Neuroinflammation (2023)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Time-resolved cryo-EM using a combination of droplet microfluidics with on-demand jetting
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Stefania Torino
	Mugdha Dhurandhar
	Rouslan G. Efremov


                                
                                Nature Methods (2023)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Rare slow channel congenital myasthenic syndromes without repetitive compound muscle action potential and dramatic response to low dose fluoxetine
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Hacer Durmus
	Heinrich Sticht
	Feza Deymeer


                                
                                Acta Neurologica Belgica (2021)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Functional Analysis of Conserved Transmembrane Charged Residues and a Yeast Specific Extracellular Loop of the Plasma Membrane Na+/H+ Antiporter of Schizosaccharomyces pombe
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Debajyoti Dutta
	Asad Ullah
	Larry Fliegel


                                
                                Scientific Reports (2019)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        The cryo-EM method microcrystal electron diffraction (MicroED)
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Brent L. Nannenga
	Tamir Gonen


                                
                                Nature Methods (2019)

                            


                

            

        
    

            
                Comments
By submitting a comment you agree to abide by our Terms and Community Guidelines. If you find something abusive or that does not comply with our terms or guidelines please flag it as inappropriate.



                
                    
                    

                

            
        





    
        

        
            
                

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



            

            
                

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



            

        
    


    
        
    

    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            Advertisement

                            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


                        

                    

                

            

            

            

        

    






    
        
            
                Explore content

                	
                                
                                    Research articles
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    News
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Opinion
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Research Analysis
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Careers
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Books & Culture
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Podcasts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Videos
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Current issue
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Browse issues
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Collections
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Subjects
                                
                            


                	
                            Follow us on Facebook
                            
                        
	
                            Follow us on Twitter
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Subscribe
                            
                        
	
                            Sign up for alerts
                            
                        
	
                            
                                RSS feed
                            
                        


            

        
    
    
        
            
                
                    About the journal

                    	
                                
                                    Journal Staff
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    About the Editors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Information
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Our publishing models
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial Values Statement
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Metrics
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Awards
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Contact
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial policies
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    History of Nature
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Send a news tip
                                
                            


                

            
        

        
            
                
                    Publish with us

                    	
                                
                                    For Authors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    For Referees
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Language editing services
                                
                            
	
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            


                

            
        
    



    
        Search

        
            Search articles by subject, keyword or author
            
                
                    
                

                
                    
                        Show results from
                        All journals
This journal


                    

                    
                        Search
                    

                


            

        


        
            
                Advanced search
            
        


        Quick links

        	Explore articles by subject
	Find a job
	Guide to authors
	Editorial policies


    





        
    
        
            

            
                
                    Nature (Nature)
                
                
    
    
        ISSN 1476-4687 (online)
    
    


                
    
    
        ISSN 0028-0836 (print)
    
    

            

        

    




    
        
    nature.com sitemap

    
        
            
                About Nature Portfolio

                	About us
	Press releases
	Press office
	Contact us


            


            
                Discover content

                	Journals A-Z
	Articles by subject
	Protocol Exchange
	Nature Index


            


            
                Publishing policies

                	Nature portfolio policies
	Open access


            


            
                Author & Researcher services

                	Reprints & permissions
	Research data
	Language editing
	Scientific editing
	Nature Masterclasses
	Research Solutions


            


            
                Libraries & institutions

                	Librarian service & tools
	Librarian portal
	Open research
	Recommend to library


            


            
                Advertising & partnerships

                	Advertising
	Partnerships & Services
	Media kits
                    
	Branded
                        content


            


            
                Professional development

                	Nature Careers
	Nature 
                        Conferences


            


            
                Regional websites

                	Nature Africa
	Nature China
	Nature India
	Nature Italy
	Nature Japan
	Nature Korea
	Nature Middle East


            


        

    

    
        	Privacy
                Policy
	Use
                of cookies
	
                Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
                
            
	Legal
                notice
	Accessibility
                statement
	Terms & Conditions
	Your US state privacy rights


    





        
    
        [image: Springer Nature]
    
    © 2024 Springer Nature Limited




    

    
    
    







    

    



    
    

        

    
        
            


Close
    



        

            
                
                    [image: Nature Briefing]
                    Sign up for the Nature Briefing newsletter â€” what matters in science, free to your inbox daily.

                

                
                    
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        
                        

                        Email address

                        
                            
                            
                            
                            Sign up
                        


                        
                            
                            I agree my information will be processed in accordance with the Nature and Springer Nature Limited Privacy Policy.
                        

                    

                

            


        


    

    
    

        

    
        
            

Close
    



        
            Get the most important science stories of the day, free in your inbox.
            Sign up for Nature Briefing
            
        


    









    [image: ]







[image: ]
