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            Abstract
THE p53 tumour suppressor gene is the most widely mutated gene in human tumorigenesis1,2. p53 encodes a transcriptional activator3â€“7 whose targets may include genes that regulate genomic stability8,9, the cellular response to DNA damage10,11, and cell-cycle progression12,13. Introduction of wild-type p53 into cell lines that have lost endogenous p53 function can cause growth arrest14â€“16 or induce a process of cell death known as apoptosis17,18. During normal development, self-reactive thymocytes undergo negative selection by apoptosis19, which can also be induced in immature thymocytes by other stimuli, including exposure to glucocorticoids15 and ionizing radiation16. Although normal negative selection involves signalling through the T-cell receptor14, the induction of apoptosis by other stimuli is poorly understood. We have investigated the requirement for p53 during apoptosis in mouse thymocytes. We report here that immature thymocytes lacking p53 die normally when exposed to compounds that may mimic T-cell receptor engagement and to glucocorticoids but are resistant to the lethal effects of ionizing radiation. These results demonstrate that p53 is required for radiation-induced cell death in the thymus but is not necessary for all forms of apoptosis.




            
                
                    

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



                
            


            
                
                    
                

            

            
                
                
                
                
                    
                        This is a preview of subscription content, access via your institution

                    

                    
                

                

                Access options

                


                
                    
                        
                            

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
    



                        

                        

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



                    
                

                
    
    Subscribe to this journal
Receive 51 print issues and online access
$199.00 per year
only $3.90 per issue

Learn more


Rent or buy this article
Prices vary by article type
from$1.95
to$39.95
Learn more


Prices may be subject to local taxes which are calculated during checkout



  

    
    
        
    Additional access options:

    	
            Log in
        
	
            Learn about institutional subscriptions
        
	
            Read our FAQs
        
	
            Contact customer support
        



    

                
                    
                


                
                    
                        
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Characterizing the role of Phlda3 in the development of acute toxicity and malignant transformation of hematopoietic cells induced by total-body irradiation in mice
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         09 August 2023
                                    

                                

                                Stephanie Hasapis, Isibel Caraballo, â€¦ Chang-Lung Lee

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Loss of thymocyte competition underlies the tumor suppressive functions of the E2a transcription factor in T-ALL
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         28 December 2023
                                    

                                

                                Geoffrey Parriott, Emma Hegermiller, â€¦ Barbara L. Kee

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Differential molecular response in mice and human thymocytes exposed to a combined-dose radiation regime
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         24 February 2022
                                    

                                

                                Pilar LÃ³pez-Nieva, Iria GonzÃ¡lez-Vasconcellos, â€¦ Javier Santos

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                    
                
            

            
                References
	Hollstein, M., Sidransky, D., Vogelstein, B. & Harris, C. C. Science 253, 49â€“53 (1991).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Levine, A. J., Momand, J. & Finlay, C. A. Nature 352, 453â€“456 (1991).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Fields, S. & Jang, S. K. Science 249, 1046â€“1049 (1990).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Raycroft, L., Wu, J. & Lozano, G. Science 249, 1049â€“1051 (1990).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Farmer, G. et al. Nature 358, 83â€“86 (1992).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Kern, S. E. et al. Science 256, 827â€“830 (1992).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Zambetti, G. P., Bargonneti, J., Walker, K., Prives, C. & Levine, A. J. Genes Dev. 6, 1143â€“1152 (1992).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Livingstone, L. R. et al. Cell 70, 923â€“935 (1992).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Yin, Y., Tainsky, M. A., Bischoff, F. Z., Strong, L. C. & Wahl, G. M. Cell 70, 937â€“948 (1992).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Kastan, M. B., Onyekwere, O., Sidransky, D., Vogelstein, B. & Craig, R. W. Cancer Res. 51, 6304â€“6311 (1991).
CASÂ 
    PubMedÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Kastan, M. et al. Cell 71, 587â€“597 (1992).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Michalovitz, D., Halevy, O. & Oren, M. Cell 62, 671â€“680 (1990).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Martinez, J., Georgoff, I., Martinez, J. & Levine, A. J. Genes Dev. 5, 151â€“159 (1991).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Mercer, W. E. et al. Proc. natn. Acad. Sci. U.S.A. 87, 6166â€“6170 (1990).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Diller, L. et al. Molec. cell. Biol. 10, 5772â€“5781 (1990).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Baker, S. J., Markowitz, S., Fearon, E. H., Willson, J. K. V. & Vogelstein, B. Science 249, 912â€“915 (1990).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Yonish-Rouach, E. et al. Nature 352, 345â€“347 (1991).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Shaw, P. et al. Proc. natn. Acad. Sci. U.S.A. 89, 4495â€“4499 (1992).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	MacDonald, H. R. & Lees, R. K. Nature 343, 642â€“644 (1990).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Wyllie, A. H. Nature 343, 555â€“559 (1980).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Sellins, K. S. & Cohen, J. J. J. Immun. 139, 3199â€“3206 (1987).
CASÂ 
    PubMedÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Crabtree, G. R. Science 243, 335â€“362 (1989).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Smith, C. A., Williams, G. T., Kingston, R., Jenkinson, E. J. & Owen, J. J. T. Nature 337, 181â€“184 (1989).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Wyllie, A., Morris, R., Smith, A. & Dunlop, D. J. Pathol 142, 67â€“77 (1984).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Sentman, C. L., Shutter, J. R., Hockenbery, D., Kanagawa, O. & Korsmeyer, S. Cell 67, 879â€“888 (1991).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Strasser, A., Harris, A. W. & Cory, S. Cell 67, 889â€“899 (1991).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Donehower, L. A. et al. Nature 356, 215â€“221 (1992).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Lane, D. P. Nature 358, 15â€“16 (1992).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	McDonnell, T. J. et al. Cell 57, 79â€“88 (1989).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Strasser, A., Harris, A. W., Bath, M. L. & Cory, S. Nature 348, 331â€“333 (1990).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Tsujimoto, Y., Finger, L. R., Yunis, J., Nowell, P. C. & Croce, C. M. Science 226, 1097â€“1099 (1984).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Gossler, A., Doetschman, T., Korn, R., Serfling, E. & Kernier, R. Proc. natn. Acad. Sci. U.S.A. 83, 9065â€“9069 (1986).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Mori, N. et al. Int. J. Radial. Biol. 62, 153â€“159 (1991).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Shi, Y. F. et al. J. Immun. 44, 3326â€“3333 (1990).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Butcher, E. & Ford, W. in Handbook of Experimental Immunology Vol. 2 57.13â€“57.17 (Blackwell Scientific, Oxford. 1986).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Barry, M. A. & Eastman, A. Arch. Biochem. Biophys. 300, 440â€“450 (1993).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Harlow, E. & Lane, D. Antibodies: a laboratory Manual (Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press, New York, 1988).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Yewdell, J. W., Gannon, J. V. & Lane, D. P. J. Virol. 59, 444â€“452 (1986).
CASÂ 
    PubMedÂ 
    PubMed CentralÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Gannon, J. V., Greaves, R., Iggo, R. & Lane, D. P. EMBO J. 9, 1595â€“1602 (1990).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Guarente, L. & Haldi, M. J. biol. Chem. 264, 17107â€“17112 (1989).
PubMedÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Department of Biology, Center for Cancer Research, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 77 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 02139, USA
Scott W. Lowe,Â Earlene M. SchmittÂ &Â Tyler Jacks

	Department of Veterinary and Animal Sciences, 
Sallie W. SmithÂ &Â Barbara A. Osborne

	Program in Molecular and Cellular Biology, 309 Paige Laboratory, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, Massachusetts, 01003, USA
Barbara A. Osborne


Authors	Scott W. LoweView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	Earlene M. SchmittView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	Sallie W. SmithView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	Barbara A. OsborneView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	Tyler JacksView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar







Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Lowe, S., Schmitt, E., Smith, S. et al. p53 is required for radiation-induced apoptosis in mouse thymocytes.
                    Nature 362, 847â€“849 (1993). https://doi.org/10.1038/362847a0
Download citation
	Received: 30 December 1992

	Accepted: 23 February 1993

	Issue Date: 29 April 1993

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1038/362847a0


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        








            


            

            
                Comments
By submitting a comment you agree to abide by our Terms and Community Guidelines. If you find something abusive or that does not comply with our terms or guidelines please flag it as inappropriate.



                
                    
                    

                

            
        





    
        

        
            
                

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



            

            
                

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



            

        
    


    
        
    

    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            Advertisement

                            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


                        

                    

                

            

            

            

        

    






    
        
            
                Explore content

                	
                                
                                    Research articles
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    News
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Opinion
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Research Analysis
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Careers
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Books & Culture
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Podcasts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Videos
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Current issue
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Browse issues
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Collections
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Subjects
                                
                            


                	
                            Follow us on Facebook
                            
                        
	
                            Follow us on Twitter
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Subscribe
                            
                        
	
                            Sign up for alerts
                            
                        
	
                            
                                RSS feed
                            
                        


            

        
    
    
        
            
                
                    About the journal

                    	
                                
                                    Journal Staff
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    About the Editors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Information
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Our publishing models
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial Values Statement
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Metrics
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Awards
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Contact
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial policies
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    History of Nature
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Send a news tip
                                
                            


                

            
        

        
            
                
                    Publish with us

                    	
                                
                                    For Authors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    For Referees
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Language editing services
                                
                            
	
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            


                

            
        
    



    
        Search

        
            Search articles by subject, keyword or author
            
                
                    
                

                
                    
                        Show results from
                        All journals
This journal


                    

                    
                        Search
                    

                


            

        


        
            
                Advanced search
            
        


        Quick links

        	Explore articles by subject
	Find a job
	Guide to authors
	Editorial policies


    





        
    
        
            

            
                
                    Nature (Nature)
                
                
    
    
        ISSN 1476-4687 (online)
    
    


                
    
    
        ISSN 0028-0836 (print)
    
    

            

        

    




    
        
    nature.com sitemap

    
        
            
                About Nature Portfolio

                	About us
	Press releases
	Press office
	Contact us


            


            
                Discover content

                	Journals A-Z
	Articles by subject
	Protocol Exchange
	Nature Index


            


            
                Publishing policies

                	Nature portfolio policies
	Open access


            


            
                Author & Researcher services

                	Reprints & permissions
	Research data
	Language editing
	Scientific editing
	Nature Masterclasses
	Research Solutions


            


            
                Libraries & institutions

                	Librarian service & tools
	Librarian portal
	Open research
	Recommend to library


            


            
                Advertising & partnerships

                	Advertising
	Partnerships & Services
	Media kits
                    
	Branded
                        content


            


            
                Professional development

                	Nature Careers
	Nature 
                        Conferences


            


            
                Regional websites

                	Nature Africa
	Nature China
	Nature India
	Nature Italy
	Nature Japan
	Nature Korea
	Nature Middle East


            


        

    

    
        	Privacy
                Policy
	Use
                of cookies
	
                Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
                
            
	Legal
                notice
	Accessibility
                statement
	Terms & Conditions
	Your US state privacy rights


    





        
    
        [image: Springer Nature]
    
    © 2024 Springer Nature Limited




    

    
    
    







    

    



    
    

        

    
        
            


Close
    



        

            
                
                    [image: Nature Briefing]
                    Sign up for the Nature Briefing newsletter â€” what matters in science, free to your inbox daily.

                

                
                    
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        
                        

                        Email address

                        
                            
                            
                            
                            Sign up
                        


                        
                            
                            I agree my information will be processed in accordance with the Nature and Springer Nature Limited Privacy Policy.
                        

                    

                

            


        


    

    
    

        

    
        
            

Close
    



        
            Get the most important science stories of the day, free in your inbox.
            Sign up for Nature Briefing
            
        


    









    [image: ]







[image: ]
