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            Abstract
UNMETAMORPHOSED mafic and ultramafic rocks overlain by Neogene oceanic sediments are exposed on Gorgona Island which is a remnant of the Coastal Cordillera along the Pacific margin of Colombia1. Gorgona is one of the rare places in the world where young pyroxenitic komatiites exhibiting typical quenched spinifex textures (Fig. 1) occur. The spinifex rocks form lenticular bodies (? lava flows) within cumulate ultramafics and troctolitic gabbros and are closely associated with diabases and tholeiitic pillow basalts1. We show here that in textures, rock and mineral chemistry, the Gorgona spinifex rocks are almost identical with the Archean peridotitic to pyroxenitic komatiites from Munro Township (North-east Ontario)2. For this reason the term komatiites is used for the Palaeogene rocks, although one could call them high Mg-tholeiites.
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