







    Skip to main content




    
        
        Thank you for visiting nature.com. You are using a browser version with limited support for CSS. To obtain
            the best experience, we recommend you use a more up to date browser (or turn off compatibility mode in
            Internet Explorer). In the meantime, to ensure continued support, we are displaying the site without styles
            and JavaScript.


    




    

    
            

            
                
                    Advertisement

                    
        
            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


        
    
                

            
        

    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                [image: Nature]
                            
                        
                    
                    

                    
                    	
                            
                                View all journals
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Search
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Log in
                            
                        


                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    
                                        Explore content
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        About the journal
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Publish with us
                                        
                                    
	
                                    
                                        Subscribe
                                    
                                


                        	
                                    
                                        Sign up for alerts
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                            RSS feed
                                    
                                


                    

                

            

        
    


    
    
        
            
                	nature



	letters

	
                                    article


    
        
        
            
            
                
                    	Letter
	Published: 11 October 1974



                    Pronounced antiviral activity of human interferon on bovine and porcine cells

                    	ION GRESSER1, 
	MARIE-THERESE BANDU1, 
	DANIELE BROUTY-BOYE1 & 
	â€¦
	MICHAEL TOVEY1Â 

Show authors

                    

                    
                        
    Nature

                        volumeÂ 251,Â pages 543â€“545 (1974)Cite this article
                    

                    
        
            	
                        98 Accesses

                    
	
                        141 Citations

                    
	
                            3 Altmetric

                        
	
                    Metrics details

                


        

    
                    
                

                
                
    
    

    
    

                
            


        
            Abstract
INTERFERONS prepared from cells of one species may exhibit some activity on cells of others although the titre on heterologous cells is usually considerably lower than that for homologous cells1. The one exception to date has been the finding that human fibroblast interferon was far more active on heterologous rabbit cells than on human cells2,3. We report here that human leukocyte and fibroblast interferon preparations exert a pronounced antiviral activity on bovine and porcine cells, and the activity of the human leukocyte interferon is far greater on heterologous bovine cells than on homologous human or monkey cells.
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