







    Skip to main content




    
        
        Thank you for visiting nature.com. You are using a browser version with limited support for CSS. To obtain
            the best experience, we recommend you use a more up to date browser (or turn off compatibility mode in
            Internet Explorer). In the meantime, to ensure continued support, we are displaying the site without styles
            and JavaScript.


    




    

    
            

            
                
                    Advertisement

                    
        
            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


        
    
                

            
        

    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                [image: Nature]
                            
                        
                    
                    

                    
                    	
                            
                                View all journals
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Search
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Log in
                            
                        


                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    
                                        Explore content
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        About the journal
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Publish with us
                                        
                                    
	
                                    
                                        Subscribe
                                    
                                


                        	
                                    
                                        Sign up for alerts
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                            RSS feed
                                    
                                


                    

                

            

        
    


    
    
        
            
                	nature



	letters

	
                                    article


    
        
        
            
            
                
                    	Letter
	Published: 30 March 1968



                    Success of Eggs of the Shag on the Farne Islands, Northumberland, in relation to their Content of Dieldrin and pp′ DDE

                    	G. R. POTTS1 



                    

                    
                        
    Nature

                        volume 217, pages 1282–1284 (1968)Cite this article
                    

                    
        
            	
                        42 Accesses

                    
	
                        26 Citations

                    
	
                    Metrics details

                


        

    
                    
                

                
                
    
    

    
    

                
            


        
            Abstract
RECENT declines in the density and productivity of bird-eating predators, for example, the peregrine (Falco peregrinus) and sparrow hawk (Accipiter nisus), have been attributed to the presence of organochlorine pesticides in the tissues and eggs of these birds1,2. It has been suggested that the lethal dose in adults of these species resulted from the ingestion of contaminated grain-eating prey3. Granivorous birds, especially the wood pigeon (Columba palumbus), suffered considerable mortality in the period 1956–1961 when they ingested organochlorine seed dressings of the cyclodiene type, during spring sowing programmes4,5.
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