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            Abstract
Schwartz and Dameshek1,2 have reported the apparent production of immunological tolerance in rabbits by the administration of a purine analogue, 6-mercaptopurine. Rabbits receiving concomitantly human serum albumin and 6-mercaptopurine failed to develop an immune response to the protein antigen, and weeks later, when antigen alone was administered, the animals remained tolerant. In an effort to confirm this finding and to explore the possible effects of 6-mercaptopurine on homografts in rabbits, two groups of rabbits received injections of ovalbumin in Freund's adjuvant and were grafted with skin from a common donor rabbit. One of these groups received 6-mercaptopurine in the maximum dose employed by Schwartz and Dameshek, the other group serving as controls. The 6-mercaptopurine did not produce immunological tolerance for ovalbumin nor did it result in successful homografts.




            
                
                    

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



                
            


            
                
                    
                

            

            
                
                
                
                
                    
                        This is a preview of subscription content, access via your institution

                    

                    
                

                

                Access options

                


                
                    
                        
                            

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
    



                        

                        

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



                    
                

                
    
    Subscribe to this journal
Receive 51 print issues and online access
$199.00 per year
only $3.90 per issue

Learn more


Rent or buy this article
Prices vary by article type
from$1.95
to$39.95
Learn more


Prices may be subject to local taxes which are calculated during checkout



  

    
    
        
    Additional access options:

    	
            Log in
        
	
            Learn about institutional subscriptions
        
	
            Read our FAQs
        
	
            Contact customer support
        



    

                
                    
                


                
                    
                        
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        C3 complement inhibition prevents antibody-mediated rejection and prolongs renal allograft survival in sensitized non-human primates
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         15 September 2021
                                    

                                

                                Robin Schmitz, Zachary W. Fitch, â€¦ Stuart J. Knechtle

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        A plasmid-encoded peptide from Staphylococcus aureus induces anti-myeloperoxidase nephritogenic autoimmunity
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         29 July 2019
                                    

                                

                                Joshua D. Ooi, Jhih-Hang Jiang, â€¦ A. Richard Kitching

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Therapeutic induction of antigen-specific immune tolerance
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         12 December 2023
                                    

                                

                                Jessica E. Kenison, Nikolas A. Stevens & Francisco J. Quintana

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                    
                
            

            
                References
	Schwartz, R., and Dameshek, W., Nature, 183, 1682 (1959).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Schwartz, R., Eisner, A., and Dameshek, W., J. Clin. Invest., 38, 1394 (1959).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Kabat, E. A., and Mayer, M., â€œExperimental Immunochemistryâ€� (C. C. Thomas, Springfield, 1948).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Ovary, Z., Internat. Arch. Allergy and App. Immunol., 3, 162, 293 (1952).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                


Download references




Author information
Author notes	JOHN L. ROBINSON: Supported by Student Research Fellowship from the New York State Chapter of the Arthritis and Rheumatism Foundation.


Authors and Affiliations
	Department of Medicine, Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons, and Edward Daniels Faulkner Arthritis Clinic of the Presbyterian Hospital, New York
JOHN L. ROBINSONÂ &Â CHARLES L. CHRISTIAN


Authors	JOHN L. ROBINSONView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	CHARLES L. CHRISTIANView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar







Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
ROBINSON, J., CHRISTIAN, C. 6-Mercaptopurine in Immunological Responsiveness.
                    Nature 187, 796â€“797 (1960). https://doi.org/10.1038/187796a0
Download citation
	Issue Date: 27 August 1960

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1038/187796a0


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        








            


            
        
            
                This article is cited by

                
                    	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Immunologic tolerance produced in adult animals by combined injection of cyclophosphamide and antigen (sheep's erythrocytes)
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	L. N. Fontalin
	L. A. Pevnitskii
	V. V. Solov'ev


                                
                                Bulletin of Experimental Biology and Medicine (1969)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Inhibition of precipitin formation in the guinea-pig with cyclophosphamide
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	H. Maguire
	E. Steers


                                
                                Experientia (1963)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Effect of Cyclophosphoramide, 6-Mercaptopurine, Actinomycin D and Vincaleukoblastine on the Acquisition of Delayed Hypersensitivity (DNCB Contact Dermatitis) in the Guinea-Pig11From the Department of Dermatology, University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine, Philadelphia 4, Pennsylvania.This study was supported in part by U.S.P.H.S. Training Grant 2 G-62.This investigation was carried out during the tenure of a postdoctoral fellowship, held by Dr. Maibach, from the Division of General Medical Sciences, United States Public Health Service.Cyclophosphoramide (CytoxanÂ®) was supplied by Paul A. Walter, M.D., Mead Johnson Laboratories, Evansville 21, Indiana; 6-mercaptopurine by Donald S. Searle, M.D., Burroughs Wellcome & Co., Tuckahoe, N.Y.; vincaleukoblastine by J. A. Armstrong, M.D., Eli Lilly and Co., Indianapolis 6, Indiana; and Actinomycin D by Elmer Alpert, M.D., Merck Sharp and Dohme, West Point, Pa.Presented at the Twenty-second Annual Meeting of The Society for Investigative Dermatology, Inc., New York, N.Y., June 28, 1961.
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Henry C. Maguire
	Howard I. Maibach


                                
                                Journal of Investigative Dermatology (1961)

                            


                

            

        
    

            
                Comments
By submitting a comment you agree to abide by our Terms and Community Guidelines. If you find something abusive or that does not comply with our terms or guidelines please flag it as inappropriate.



                
                    
                    

                

            
        





    
        

        
            
                

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



            

            
                

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



            

        
    


    
        
    

    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            Advertisement

                            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


                        

                    

                

            

            

            

        

    






    
        
            
                Explore content

                	
                                
                                    Research articles
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    News
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Opinion
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Research Analysis
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Careers
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Books & Culture
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Podcasts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Videos
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Current issue
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Browse issues
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Collections
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Subjects
                                
                            


                	
                            Follow us on Facebook
                            
                        
	
                            Follow us on Twitter
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Subscribe
                            
                        
	
                            Sign up for alerts
                            
                        
	
                            
                                RSS feed
                            
                        


            

        
    
    
        
            
                
                    About the journal

                    	
                                
                                    Journal Staff
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    About the Editors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Information
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Our publishing models
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial Values Statement
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Metrics
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Awards
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Contact
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial policies
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    History of Nature
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Send a news tip
                                
                            


                

            
        

        
            
                
                    Publish with us

                    	
                                
                                    For Authors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    For Referees
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Language editing services
                                
                            
	
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            


                

            
        
    



    
        Search

        
            Search articles by subject, keyword or author
            
                
                    
                

                
                    
                        Show results from
                        All journals
This journal


                    

                    
                        Search
                    

                


            

        


        
            
                Advanced search
            
        


        Quick links

        	Explore articles by subject
	Find a job
	Guide to authors
	Editorial policies


    





        
    
        
            

            
                
                    Nature (Nature)
                
                
    
    
        ISSN 1476-4687 (online)
    
    


                
    
    
        ISSN 0028-0836 (print)
    
    

            

        

    




    
        
    nature.com sitemap

    
        
            
                About Nature Portfolio

                	About us
	Press releases
	Press office
	Contact us


            


            
                Discover content

                	Journals A-Z
	Articles by subject
	protocols.io
	Nature Index


            


            
                Publishing policies

                	Nature portfolio policies
	Open access


            


            
                Author & Researcher services

                	Reprints & permissions
	Research data
	Language editing
	Scientific editing
	Nature Masterclasses
	Research Solutions


            


            
                Libraries & institutions

                	Librarian service & tools
	Librarian portal
	Open research
	Recommend to library


            


            
                Advertising & partnerships

                	Advertising
	Partnerships & Services
	Media kits
                    
	Branded
                        content


            


            
                Professional development

                	Nature Careers
	Nature 
                        Conferences


            


            
                Regional websites

                	Nature Africa
	Nature China
	Nature India
	Nature Italy
	Nature Japan
	Nature Middle East


            


        

    

    
        	Privacy
                Policy
	Use
                of cookies
	
                Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
                
            
	Legal
                notice
	Accessibility
                statement
	Terms & Conditions
	Your US state privacy rights


    





        
    
        [image: Springer Nature]
    
    © 2024 Springer Nature Limited




    

    
    
    







    

    



    
    

        

    
        
            


Close
    



        

            
                
                    [image: Nature Briefing]
                    Sign up for the Nature Briefing newsletter â€” what matters in science, free to your inbox daily.

                

                
                    
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        
                        

                        Email address

                        
                            
                            
                            
                            Sign up
                        


                        
                            
                            I agree my information will be processed in accordance with the Nature and Springer Nature Limited Privacy Policy.
                        

                    

                

            


        


    

    
    

        

    
        
            

Close
    



        
            Get the most important science stories of the day, free in your inbox.
            Sign up for Nature Briefing
            
        


    









    [image: ]







[image: ]
