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            Abstract
Assessment of medical specialists was introduced to ensure patient safety and to maintain professional knowledge. Cardiovascular specialist assessment is challenging, as the ongoing development of new technologies is associated with increased requirements for up-to-date training and acquisition of new skills. The cardiovascular specialties include cardiology, vascular interventional radiology, cardiac surgery and vascular surgery. Assessment within these disciplines involves evaluation of knowledge in addition to technical and nontechnical skills, a process that is termed recertification or maintenance of certification. Increasingly, there is a demand for professional accountability through recertification because of concerns about professional negligence and increased awareness of medical errors. In this article we describe the process of recertification in different geographical regions and discuss the role of current tools used to recertify cardiovascular specialists and, in particular, how their use can contribute to the requirements of patient care.


Key Points

                	
                  Recertification is a process of self-regulation within the medical profession that aims to protect patients from specialists who perform poorly

                
	
                  Continuing medical education, to ensure up-to-date knowledge and skills, is a key element of recertification

                
	
                  Objective assessment and continuing medical education should be closely associated with each other during the process of recertification

                
	
                  Further research is required to identify and develop tools with the highest level of validity and reliability for education and assessment
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                    Figure 1


Figure 2: Overview of recertification or maintenance of certification across various regions.


Figure 3: ACGME and GMP components of competence.7,8,14


Figure 4


Figure 5: Miller's pyramid.


Figure 6: Structural and organizational issues related to implementation of recertification process.
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