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                Preoperative autologous blood donation (PAD) boomed in popularity during the 1980s and 1990s after it was recognized that HIV and HCV could be transmitted by allogeneic blood transfusion.1 At the peak of this public health concern, the World Marrow Donor Association (WMDA) and the National Marrow Donor Program (NMDP) produced guidelines stating that all bone marrow harvest centers should collect preoperative autologous blood for transfusion back into volunteer donors during or after their harvest procedure.2, 3, 4, 5
In the past decade, with significantly reduced risk of allogeneic transfusion-transmitted disease, recognition of the risks associated with autologous transfusion, multiple landmark studies supporting restrictive transfusion thresholds, increased non-transfusion management options, and increased focus on constraining healthcare costs, there has been a marked decline in the practice of PAD.1 However, PAD among healthy bone marrow donors remains a widespread practice. To better understand the benefits and harms to our institutionâ€™s volunteer marrow donor population, we obtained Institutional Review Board permission to retrospectively review the records of volunteer bone marrow donors undergoing marrow harvest at our large academic medical center between January 2009 and December 2013 (Harvard Committee on the Use of Human Subjects, Protocol# 2014P000352).
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