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                For the 10% of patients with MMR-deficient rectal cancers, whose treatment options are limited, GSKâ€™s study results could represent a dramatic improvement. Patients in the study were followed for 6 months, with no cases of progression or recurrence. Checkpoint blockade agents, when used as monotherapies, vary considerably in their efficacy: from 10% in non-small-cell lung cancer to 52% in melanoma. In MMR-deficient tumors, their efficacy ratchets up. Jemperli received accelerated approval from the US FDA for treating women with MMR-deficient endometrial cancer, with the Ventana MMR RxDx Panel as a companion diagnostic to identify patients who would benefit from the anti-PD1 monotherapy. Other PD-1 inhibitors, such as Merckâ€™s Keytruda, have received tumor-agnostic approvals in patients with deficient MMR or high microsatellite instability.
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