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            Bacterial species that have eluded cultivation are selectively brought into culture.
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                References
	Hug, L. A. et al. Nat. Microbiol. 1, 16048 (2016).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    PubMedÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Lloyd, K. G., Steen, A. D., Ladau, J., Yin, J. & Crosby, L. mSystems 3, e00055â€“18 (2018).
ArticleÂ 
    PubMedÂ 
    PubMed CentralÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	RappÃ©, M. S. & Giovannoni, S. J. Annu. Rev. Microbiol. 57, 369â€“394 (2003).
ArticleÂ 
    PubMedÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Steen, A.D. et al. ISME J. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41396-019-0484-y (2019).

	Cross, K. L. et al. Nat. Biotechnol. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41587-019-0260-6 (2019).
ArticleÂ 
    PubMedÂ 
    PubMed CentralÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Brown, C. T. et al. Nature 523, 208â€“211 (2015).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    PubMedÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	He, X. et al. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 112, 244â€“249 (2015).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    PubMedÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Browne, H. P. et al. Nature 533, 543â€“546 (2016).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    PubMedÂ 
    PubMed CentralÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	McInerney, M. J., Sieber, J. R. & Gunsalus, R. P. Curr. Opin. Biotechnol. 20, 623â€“632 (2009).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    PubMedÂ 
    PubMed CentralÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Carini, P. A. mSystems 4, e00092â€“19 (2019).
ArticleÂ 
    PubMedÂ 
    PubMed CentralÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Laboratory of Microbiology, Department of Agrotechnology and Food Sciences, Wageningen University, Wageningen, the Netherlands
William H. LewisÂ &Â Thijs J. G. Ettema


Authors	William H. LewisView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	Thijs J. G. EttemaView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Thijs J. G. Ettema.


Ethics declarations

              
                Competing interests

                The authors declare no competing interests.

              
            

Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
[image: Check for updates. Verify currency and authenticity via CrossMark]       



Cite this article
Lewis, W.H., Ettema, T.J.G. Culturing the uncultured.
                    Nat Biotechnol 37, 1278â€“1279 (2019). https://doi.org/10.1038/s41587-019-0300-2
Download citation
	Published: 09 October 2019

	Issue Date: November 2019

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1038/s41587-019-0300-2


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        








            


            
        
            
                This article is cited by

                
                    	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Substrate-dependent competition and cooperation relationships between Geobacter and Dehalococcoides for their organohalide respiration
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Yongyi Liang
	Qihong Lu
	Shanquan Wang


                                
                                ISME Communications (2021)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Fruit wrapping kraft coated paper promotes the isolation of actinobacteria using ex situ and in situ methods
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Faezeh Almasi
	Maghsoud Kafshnouchi
	Javad Hamedi


                                
                                Folia Microbiologica (2021)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Strategies for culturing active/dormant marine microbes
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Da-Shuai Mu
	Yang Ouyang
	Zong-Jun Du


                                
                                Marine Life Science & Technology (2021)

                            


                

            

        
    

            
        





    
        

        
            
                

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



            

            
                

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



            

        
    


    

    
    
        
            
                Associated content

                
                    
                    
                        
                            
    
        
            
                
                    Targeted isolation and cultivation of uncultivated bacteria by reverse genomics
                

                
	Karissa L. Cross
	James H. Campbell
	Mircea Podar



                
    
        
            Nature Biotechnology
        
        Article
        
        
            30 Sept 2019
        
    


            

        

    


                        

                    
                
            
        

        
    

    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            Advertisement

                            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


                        

                    

                

            

            

            

        

    






    
        
            
                Explore content

                	
                                
                                    Research articles
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Reviews & Analysis
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    News & Comment
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Podcasts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Videos
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Current issue
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Collections
                                
                            


                	
                            Follow us on Facebook
                            
                        
	
                            Follow us on Twitter
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Subscribe
                            
                        
	
                            Sign up for alerts
                            
                        
	
                            
                                RSS feed
                            
                        


            

        
    
    
        
            
                
                    About the journal

                    	
                                
                                    Aims & Scope
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Information
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Metrics
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    About the Editors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Our publishing models
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial Values Statement
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial Policies
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Content Types
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Web Feeds
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Posters
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Contact
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Research Cross-Journal Editorial Team
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Reviews Cross-Journal Editorial Team
                                
                            


                

            
        

        
            
                
                    Publish with us

                    	
                                
                                    Submission Guidelines
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    For Reviewers
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Language editing services
                                
                            
	
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            


                

            
        
    



    
        Search

        
            Search articles by subject, keyword or author
            
                
                    
                

                
                    
                        Show results from
                        All journals
This journal


                    

                    
                        Search
                    

                


            

        


        
            
                Advanced search
            
        


        Quick links

        	Explore articles by subject
	Find a job
	Guide to authors
	Editorial policies


    





        
    
        
            

            
                
                    Nature Biotechnology (Nat Biotechnol)
                
                
    
    
        ISSN 1546-1696 (online)
    
    


                
    
    
        ISSN 1087-0156 (print)
    
    

            

        

    




    
        
    nature.com sitemap

    
        
            
                About Nature Portfolio

                	About us
	Press releases
	Press office
	Contact us


            


            
                Discover content

                	Journals A-Z
	Articles by subject
	protocols.io
	Nature Index


            


            
                Publishing policies

                	Nature portfolio policies
	Open access


            


            
                Author & Researcher services

                	Reprints & permissions
	Research data
	Language editing
	Scientific editing
	Nature Masterclasses
	Research Solutions


            


            
                Libraries & institutions

                	Librarian service & tools
	Librarian portal
	Open research
	Recommend to library


            


            
                Advertising & partnerships

                	Advertising
	Partnerships & Services
	Media kits
                    
	Branded
                        content


            


            
                Professional development

                	Nature Careers
	Nature 
                        Conferences


            


            
                Regional websites

                	Nature Africa
	Nature China
	Nature India
	Nature Italy
	Nature Japan
	Nature Middle East


            


        

    

    
        	Privacy
                Policy
	Use
                of cookies
	
                Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
                
            
	Legal
                notice
	Accessibility
                statement
	Terms & Conditions
	Your US state privacy rights


    





        
    
        [image: Springer Nature]
    
    © 2024 Springer Nature Limited




    

    
    
    







    

    



    
    

        

    
        
            


Close
    



        

            
                
                    [image: Nature Briefing: Translational Research]
                    Sign up for the Nature Briefing: Translational Research newsletter â€” top stories in biotechnology, drug discovery and pharma.

                

                
                    
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        
                        

                        Email address

                        
                            
                            
                            
                            Sign up
                        


                        
                            
                            I agree my information will be processed in accordance with the Nature and Springer Nature Limited Privacy Policy.
                        

                    

                

            


        


    

    
    

        

    
        
            

Close
    



        
            Get what matters in translational research, free to your inbox weekly.
            Sign up for Nature Briefing: Translational Research
            
        


    









    [image: ]







[image: ]
