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            Abstract
Objective
Investigate the association between maternal homelessness at the time of delivery and perinatal outcomes, with a focus on neonatal health outcomes.
Study design
Population-based cohort using Californiaâ€™s statewide database included 1,520,253 women with linked birth and maternal discharge data, 2008â€“2012. Multivariable analysis assessed homelessness at time of delivery on perinatal outcomes, preterm delivery, and neonatal intensive care unit admission.
Result
A total of 672 women (0.05%) were homeless at the time of delivery. Homelessness was associated with premature delivery at multiple gestational age cutoffs (34w0dâ€“36w6d; 32w0dâ€“33w6d; 28w0dâ€“31w6d; <28w0d) (range of aORs:1.62â€“2.19), and neonatal intensive care unit admission (aORâ€‰=â€‰1.66, 95% CI:1.31â€“2.09). Among term infants, homelessness remained associated with increased odds of neonatal intensive care unit admission (aORâ€‰=â€‰1.84, 95% CI:1.34â€“2.53), low birthweight (aORâ€‰=â€‰1.99, 95% CI:1.36â€“2.90), neonatal abstinence syndrome (aORâ€‰=â€‰2.13, 95% CI:1.35â€“2.53), hypoxic-ischemic encephalopathy (aORâ€‰=â€‰14.38, 95% CI:3.90â€“53.01), and necrotizing enterocolitis (aORâ€‰=â€‰14.94, 95% CI:2.68â€“83.20).
Conclusion
Homelessness in pregnancy was associated with adverse perinatal outcomes including increased odds of preterm delivery across all gestational ages, and increased risk of neonatal intensive care unit admission and low birth weight independent of preterm delivery.
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                    Fig. 1: Inclusion criteria for study population.[image: ]
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