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A recent study suggesting that Sir2 overexpression doesn't promote longevity is a sobering lesson in the truism that, more often than not, we do the right experiments for the wrong reasons. The new data show that most of the alleged lifespan increase conferred by Sir2 can be attributed to positional effects and modifier genes3,4. It's disconcerting that worms and flies, long viewed as paragons of genetic simplicity, are as subject to the whims of modifier genes as more complex and more informative organisms.
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