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                The announcement last month that the biotech powerhouse Amgen was terminating a late-stage pancreatic cancer trial added another blow for drug developers hoping to halt tumor growth by blocking the protein known as insulin-like growth factor 1 receptor (IGF1R). In 2010, Pfizer abandoned its IGF1R-targeting antibody called figitumumab after phase 3 trials failed to demonstrate signs of clinical efficacy. And in the two years since, several other drugmakers have discontinued their own earlier-stage programs directed at the same target.
With the phase 3 failure of Amgen's ganitumab, â€œthe field of IGF inhibition is at a crossroads,â€� says Milind Javle, an oncologist at the MD Anderson Cancer Center in Houston who is running a clinical trial involving the Merck IGF1R blocker dalotuzumab. â€œThis should serve as an example for us that we will not achieve success [with IGF1R inhibitors] unless we identify patients with predictive biomarkers who will benefit. There's really no alternative. We have to do it.â€�
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