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                It may be best known for housing the kilogram prototype against which all weights in the US are calibrated, not to mention for building the world's most accurate official atomic clock, but in recent years the US National Institute for Standards and Technology (NIST) has been expanding its reach in the biological sciences. Two years ago, the agency launched the Genome in a Bottle Consortium to develop reference materials and methods for DNA sequencing. And now, NIST is hoping to lay the groundwork for standards in cellular therapies.
â€œStem cells are fast becoming a product,â€� says Franz-Josef MÃ¼ller, a stem cell scientist at Kiel University in Germany who is not involved with the NIST effort, â€œand as soon as you have a product, you need to define standards.â€�
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