







    Skip to main content




    
        
        Thank you for visiting nature.com. You are using a browser version with limited support for CSS. To obtain
            the best experience, we recommend you use a more up to date browser (or turn off compatibility mode in
            Internet Explorer). In the meantime, to ensure continued support, we are displaying the site without styles
            and JavaScript.


    




    

    
            

            
                
                    Advertisement

                    
        
            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


        
    
                

            
        

    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                [image: Nature Medicine]
                            
                        
                    
                    

                    
                    	
                            
                                View all journals
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Search
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Log in
                            
                        


                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    
                                        Explore content
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        About the journal
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Publish with us
                                        
                                    
	
                                    
                                        Subscribe
                                    
                                


                        	
                                    
                                        Sign up for alerts
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                            RSS feed
                                    
                                


                    

                

            

        
    


    
    
        
            
                	nature



	nature medicine

	news & views

	
                                    article


    
        
        
            
            
                
                    	News & Views
	Published: May 2010



                    Fibrosis under arrest

                    	Thomas A Wynn1Â 



                    
                        
                    

                    
                        
    Nature Medicine

                        volumeÂ 16,Â pages 523â€“525 (2010)Cite this article
                    

                    
        
            	
                        1829 Accesses

                    
	
                        53 Citations

                    
	
                    Metrics details

                


        

    
                    
                

                
    
        Subjects

        	Acute kidney injury
	Cell division
	Epigenetics


    


                
    
    

    
    

                
            


        
            Approximately 5% of people that are hospitalized for any reason develop acute kidney failure, which, in some cases, progresses to a chronic condition resulting in fibrosis of the kidney and permanent changes in the organ's function. Two new studies suggest that cell cycle arrest of epithelial cells and epigenetic modifications have key roles in the switch to chronic disease (pages 535â€“543 and 544â€“550).
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                    Figure 1: Epithelial cell cycle arrest in G2/M and epigenetic changes in fibroblasts coordinately promote kidney fibrosis.[image: ]Kimberly Caesar
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