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            Abstract
The Hallopeau–Siemens type of recessive dystrophic epidermolysis bullosa (HS–RDEB) is a life–threatening autosomal disease characterized by loss of dermal–epidermal adherence with abnormal anchoring fibrils (AF). We recently linked HS–RDEB to the type VII collagen gene (COL7A1) which encodes the major component of AF. We describe a patient who is homozygous for an insertion–deletion in the FN–4A domain of the COL7A1 gene. This defect causes a frameshift mutation which leads to a premature stop codon in the FN–5A domain, resulting in a marked diminution in mutated mRNA levels, with no detectable type VII collagen polypeptide in the patient. Our data suggest strongly that this null allele prevents normal anchoring fibril formation in homozygotes and is the underlying cause of HS–RDEB in this patient.
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