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                To the editor:
We read with interest the piece by Willy de Greef in the July issue (Nat. Biotechnol. 22, 811â€“812, 2004) describing the impact of the Cartagena protocol on genetically modified (GM) crops. This protocol initially was drafted with an emphasis on protecting biological diversity against the potential risk of deliberate release of living modified organisms (LMOs) into the environment (with human health and socioeconomic aspects of GM supposedly a secondary issue). Yet most of the concerns of developing countries at the First Meeting of the Parties (MOP1) in Kuala Lumpur on February 23â€“27, 2004â€”and at recent regional meetings organized by such agencies as the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation, Association of South East Asian Nations and the Organization of Islamic Conference Standing Committee on Scientific and Technological Cooperation (OIC-COMSTECH)â€”focused on trade and agricultural issues surrounding GM crops.
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