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                But FDA approval of the twinned BRAF- and MEK-targeting drugs is not assured. Oncologist Paul Chapman, at the Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in New York, doubts the agency will approve the combination based on current data. â€œI think the data in the New England Journal paper was fairly unimpressive,â€� Chapman says, noting that the combination improved median progression-free survival by only 3.6 months. â€œThe combination was associated with significant toxicity, and also astounding expenseâ€”because you know [the treatment] is going to be very expensive.â€� Mekinist will cost $8,700Â a month and Tafinlar $7,600Â a month, wholesale, individually.
Keith Flaherty, of the Dana-Farber/Harvard Cancer Center in Boston, Massachusetts, says the FDA should approve. â€œThe FDA could give accelerated approval to the combo and then withdraw that if the phase 3 data did not corroborate the phase 1/2 data,â€� he writes in an email.
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