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                The decision may create difficulties for natural products, agbiotech and generally for the patenting of isolated proteins. Indirectly, the circumstances of the case also highlight how biotech monopolies limit access to clinical data, which stifles innovation and reduces the transparency of decision making predicated on complex molecular tests (Box 1).
â€œThe Court was being deliberately narrow,â€� says patent attorney Hathaway Russell of Foley Hoag. The justices acknowledged that isolated DNA molecules do not exist in nature because they have been removed from a chromosome, and therefore from their natural context. But they also concluded that those changes were minimal. cDNA, on the other hand, is patentable in the Court's view not because it is made by a laboratory technician but because it is manifestly different from the natural gene.
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