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            Abstract
Observations1,2 indicate that the expansion of the Universe is accelerating, which is attributed to a â€˜dark energyâ€™ component that opposes gravity3,4. There is a purely geometric test of the expansion of the Universe (the Alcockâ€“Paczynski test), which would provide an independent way of investigating the abundance () and equation of state () of dark energy5. It is based on an analysis of the geometrical distortions expected from comparing the real-space and redshift-space shape of distant cosmic structures, but it has proved difficult to implement6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15,16,17,18. Here we report an analysis of the symmetry properties of distant pairs of galaxies from archival data19,20. This allows us to determine that the Universe is flat. By alternately fixing its spatial geometry at  and the dark energy equation-of-state parameter at , and using the results of baryon acoustic oscillations, we can establish at the 68.3% confidence level that  and .
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                    Figure 1: 
                        Geometry and statistics of binary galactic systems.
                      


Figure 2: 
                        Diagram of the average anisotropy of pairs from the SDSS (Data Release 7)
                        19
                        and DEEP2
                        20
                        data.
                      


Figure 3: Cosmological constraints on the abundance of dark energy  Î©X and on its nature .
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        Editorial Summary
Dark energy passes the test
In a Letter to Nature in October 1979, Charles Alcock and Bohdan Paczynski (http://go.nature.com/EHsEDM) proposed a strategy to solve one of cosmology's most recalcitrant problems: measuring the curvature of the Universe using a model-independent, purely geometrical, approach. Until now, this idea â€” which would put a value on the dark energy component thought to act to oppose gravity â€” has never been substantiated. With distant galaxy pairs as test objects, Christian Marinoni and Adeline Buzzi report the successful implementation of the Alcockâ€“Paczynski test. Their analysis of the symmetry of distant galaxy pairs from archival data allows them to determine that the Universe is flat, and by alternately fixing its spatial geometry and the dark energy equation-of-state parameter, they establish new measures for both the abundance and the equation of state of dark energy.

show all

    

    
    
        
            
                Associated content

                
                    
                        
                            
                                Nature Outlook

                                
                                    The dark universe
                                

                            
                        

                    
                    
                        
                            
    
        
            
                
                    Geometry of the Universe
                

                
	Alan Heavens



                
    
        
            Nature
        
        News & Views
        
        
            24 Nov 2010
        
    


            

        

    


                        

                    
                
            
        

        
    

    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            Advertisement

                            
    
        
            
                
        

    


                        

                    

                

            

            

            

        

    






    
        
            
                Explore content

                	
                                
                                    Research articles
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    News
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Opinion
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Research Analysis
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Careers
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Books & Culture
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Podcasts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Videos
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Current issue
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Browse issues
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Collections
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Subjects
                                
                            


                	
                            Follow us on Facebook
                            
                        
	
                            Follow us on Twitter
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Subscribe
                            
                        
	
                            Sign up for alerts
                            
                        
	
                            
                                RSS feed
                            
                        


            

        
    
    
        
            
                
                    About the journal

                    	
                                
                                    Journal Staff
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    About the Editors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Information
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Our publishing models
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial Values Statement
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Metrics
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Awards
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Contact
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial policies
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    History of Nature
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Send a news tip
                                
                            


                

            
        

        
            
                
                    Publish with us

                    	
                                
                                    For Authors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    For Referees
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Language editing services
                                
                            
	
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            


                

            
        
    



    
        Search

        
            Search articles by subject, keyword or author
            
                
                    
                

                
                    
                        Show results from
                        All journals
This journal


                    

                    
                        Search
                    

                


            

        


        
            
                Advanced search
            
        


        Quick links

        	Explore articles by subject
	Find a job
	Guide to authors
	Editorial policies


    





        
    
        
            

            
                
                    Nature (Nature)
                
                
    
    
        ISSN 1476-4687 (online)
    
    


                
    
    
        ISSN 0028-0836 (print)
    
    

            

        

    




    
        
    nature.com sitemap

    
        
            
                About Nature Portfolio

                	About us
	Press releases
	Press office
	Contact us


            


            
                Discover content

                	Journals A-Z
	Articles by subject
	Protocol Exchange
	Nature Index


            


            
                Publishing policies

                	Nature portfolio policies
	Open access


            


            
                Author & Researcher services

                	Reprints & permissions
	Research data
	Language editing
	Scientific editing
	Nature Masterclasses
	Research Solutions


            


            
                Libraries & institutions

                	Librarian service & tools
	Librarian portal
	Open research
	Recommend to library


            


            
                Advertising & partnerships

                	Advertising
	Partnerships & Services
	Media kits
                    
	Branded
                        content


            


            
                Professional development

                	Nature Careers
	Nature 
                        Conferences


            


            
                Regional websites

                	Nature Africa
	Nature China
	Nature India
	Nature Italy
	Nature Japan
	Nature Korea
	Nature Middle East


            


        

    

    
        	Privacy
                Policy
	Use
                of cookies
	
                Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
                
            
	Legal
                notice
	Accessibility
                statement
	Terms & Conditions
	Your US state privacy rights


    





        
    
        
    
    © 2024 Springer Nature Limited




    

    
    
    







    

    



    
    

        

    
        
            


Close
    



        

            
                
                    
                    Sign up for the Nature Briefing newsletter â€” what matters in science, free to your inbox daily.

                

                
                    
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        
                        

                        Email address

                        
                            
                            
                            
                            Sign up
                        


                        
                            
                            I agree my information will be processed in accordance with the Nature and Springer Nature Limited Privacy Policy.
                        

                    

                

            


        


    

    
    

        

    
        
            

Close
    



        
            Get the most important science stories of the day, free in your inbox.
            Sign up for Nature Briefing
            
        


    









    








