
    
    
        

    Skip to main content




    
        
        Thank you for visiting nature.com. You are using a browser version with limited support for CSS. To obtain
            the best experience, we recommend you use a more up to date browser (or turn off compatibility mode in
            Internet Explorer). In the meantime, to ensure continued support, we are displaying the site without styles
            and JavaScript.


    




    

    
    
        


        
            
                Advertisement

                
        
            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


        
    
            

        
    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                [image: Nature Biotechnology]
                            
                        
                    
                    

                    
                    	
                            
                                View all journals
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Search
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Log in
                            
                        


                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    
                                        Explore content
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        About the journal
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Publish with us
                                        
                                    
	
                                    
                                        Subscribe
                                    
                                


                        	
                                    
                                        Sign up for alerts
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                            RSS feed
                                    
                                


                    

                

            

        
    


    
    
        
            
                	nature



	nature biotechnology

	news

	
                                    article


        








        

        
            
        
        
            
                
                    
                        

    
        
            	NEWS
	05 March 2019



            Spark’s meteoric rise from hospital-funded spinout to $4.8 billion deal


            
                
                
                    Roche vows to retain gene therapy leader’s culture.
                

            

        

        
            
                

    By
    
        
        	
                Chris Morrison0





    	
                
                    Chris Morrison
                
                
                    	
                            Yardley, Pennsylvania

                        


                
                
                    
                        
                            View author publications

                            
                                You can also search for this author in PubMed
                                     Google Scholar
                                    

                            

                       

                    

                
            





            

        
    
    
        	
        
            Twitter
            
        
    
	
        
            Facebook
            
        
    
	
        
            Email
            
        
    



    




            
        


        
            
                
                    
                        
                            

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



                        
                    



                    
                
            

            
                

                

                
                    A pediatric hospital spinout responsible for bringing to market in the United States the first gene therapy for treating an inherited disease has been acquired by Swiss pharmaceutical giant Roche. Spark Therapeutics, the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia startup, in 2017 received US Food and Drug Administration approval for Luxturna (voretigene neparvovec-rzyl) to treat an inherited form of retinal dystrophy (Nat. Biotechnol. 36, 6, 2018). The February 25 deal values the five-and-a-half year-old Spark at $4.8 billion, more than twice the company’s market valuation before the announcement. Basel-based Roche will keep its target at arm’s length in an attempt to preserve what made it an attractive target in the first place, saying that Spark will continue to operate as an independent gene therapy specialist out of its Philadelphia headquarters.
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