







    Skip to main content




    
        
        Thank you for visiting nature.com. You are using a browser version with limited support for CSS. To obtain
            the best experience, we recommend you use a more up to date browser (or turn off compatibility mode in
            Internet Explorer). In the meantime, to ensure continued support, we are displaying the site without styles
            and JavaScript.


    




    

    
            

            
                
                    Advertisement

                    
        
            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


        
    
                

            
        

    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                [image: British Journal of Cancer]
                            
                        
                    
                    

                    
                    	
                            
                                View all journals
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Search
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Log in
                            
                        


                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    
                                        Explore content
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        About the journal
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Publish with us
                                        
                                    
	
                                    
                                        Subscribe
                                    
                                


                        	
                                    
                                        Sign up for alerts
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                            RSS feed
                                    
                                


                    

                

            

        
    


    
    
        
            
                	nature



	british journal of cancer

	original article

	
                                    article


    
        
        
            
            
                
                    	Original Article
	Published: 01 December 1971



                    Adenocarcinoma of the Large Bowel

                    	J M Shepherd & 
	J S P JonesÂ 



                    

                    
                        
    British Journal of Cancer

                        volumeÂ 25,Â pages 680â€“690 (1971)Cite this article
                    

                    
        
            	
                        153 Accesses

                    
	
                        43 Citations

                    
	
                    Metrics details

                


        

    
                    
                

                
                
    
    

    
    

                
            


        
            Abstract
Pathological features of 656 consecutive large bowel adenocarcinomas resected at the Middlesex Hospital in the 10-year period 1951-61 have been studied, comparing right and left colon and rectum.
A change in sex distribution from a majority of females in right colon cases to a small male majority in rectal cases was found. High grade and colloid tumours were more frequent in the right colon than elsewhere in the large bowel. The proportion of patients with advanced tumours was also higher in the right colon.
Adenomatous polyps were found in 24Â·5% of resected specimens and 31 of these (19%) had more than one carcinoma.
The overall corrected 5 year survival rate was 50Â·7% for those with right colon tumours, 66Â·9% for those with growths of the left colon and 56Â·7% for those with tumours in the rectum. The effect of Dukes stage and of histological grade on prognosis was similar in colon and rectum. Females fared better than males at all sites and had a lower operative mortality.
The effect of extent of local spread on survival in Stage B cases was studied. An increasing operative mortality and a steady worsening of prognosis with increased local spread was found.
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