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            Abstract
Limb development requires the formation of a proximal–distal axis perpendicular to the main anterior–posterior and dorsal–ventral body axes. The secreted signalling proteins Decapentaplegic and Wingless act in a concentration-dependent manner to organize the proximal–distal axis. Discrete domains of proximal–distal gene expression are defined by different thresholds of Decapentaplegic and Wingless activities. Subsequent modulation of the relative sizes of these domains by growth of the leg is required to form the mature pattern.
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                    Figure 1: Subdivision of the P–D axis by expression of Dll and Dac.[image: ]


Figure 2: Wg and Dpp do not act by relay of another signal to induce Dll.[image: ]


Figure 3: Wg signalling is required for induction, but not maintenance, of Dll and Dac.[image: ]


Figure 4: Dpp signalling is required for induction, but not maintenance, of Dll and Dac.[image: ]


Figure 5: Distinct thresholds for activation of Dll and Dac by Wg and Dpp.[image: ]


Figure 6: Repression of Dac by high levels of Wg and Dpp.[image: ]


Figure 7: Roles of Wg and Dpp in the D–V and P–D axes.[image: ]
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