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            Abstract
SEVERAL globular clusters have low-luminosity X-ray sources at their cores1â€“3, of which X0021.8â€“7221 in 47 Tucanae (NGC104) is one of the brightest. The nature of these sources is a mystery, and attempts to detect optical counterparts have been frustrated by the overcrowding of stars in cluster cores. The resolution of ground-based observations is insufficient to pick out the faint blue objects that are likely to be the optical counterparts to the X-ray sources, but the Faint Object Camera (FOC) on the Hubble Space Telescope has proved effective in identifying blue objects in dense clusters such as 47 Tuc4. Thus encouraged to use the FOC to search for the optical counterpart to X0021.8â€“7221, we have discovered a faint, variable and very blue object located in the error circle5 for X0021.8â€“7221 from the Einstein satellite High-Resolution Imager. The object has the spectral characteristics of a cataclysmic variable, and the high inferred X-ray to optical brightness ratio suggests that it is a magnetic cataclysmic variable, one of the candidates that has been suggested as the X-ray source in globular clusters.




            
                
                    

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



                
            


            
                
                    
                

            

            
                
                
                
                
                    
                        This is a preview of subscription content, access via your institution

                    

                    
                

                

                Access options

                


                
                    
                        
                            

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
    



                        

                        

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



                    
                

                
    
    Subscribe to this journal
Receive 51 print issues and online access
$199.00 per year
only $3.90 per issue

Learn more


Rent or buy this article
Prices vary by article type
from$1.95
to$39.95
Learn more


Prices may be subject to local taxes which are calculated during checkout



  

    
    
        
    Additional access options:

    	
            Log in
        
	
            Learn about institutional subscriptions
        
	
            Read our FAQs
        
	
            Contact customer support
        



    

                
                    
                


                
                    
                        
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Evidence for GN-z11 as a luminous galaxy at redshift 10.957
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         14 December 2020
                                    

                                

                                Linhua Jiang, Nobunari Kashikawa, â€¦ Daniel P. Stark

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        The nature of an ultra-faint galaxy in the cosmic dark ages seen with JWST
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         17 May 2023
                                    

                                

                                Guido Roberts-Borsani, Tommaso Treu, â€¦ Rogier A. Windhorst

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Spectroscopic confirmation of a mature galaxy cluster at aÂ redshift of 2
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                        
                                         01 January 2020
                                    

                                

                                J. P. Willis, R. E. A. Canning, â€¦ G. Brammer

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                    
                
            

            
                References
	Hertz, P. & Grindlay, J. E. Astrophys. J. 275, 105â€“119 (1983).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Grindlay, J. E., Hertz, P., Steiner, J. E., Murray, G. S. & Lightman, A. P. Astrophys. J. 282, L13â€“L16 (1984).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	AuriÃ©re, M., Koch-Miramond, L. & Ortolani, S. Astr. Astrophys. 214, 113â€“122 (1989).
ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Paresce, F. et al. Nature 352, 297â€“301 (1991).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Bailyn, C. D., Grindlay, J. E., Cohn, H. & Lugger, P. M. Astrophys. J. 331, 303â€“312 (1988).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Chanmugam, G., Ray, A. & Singh, K. P. Astrophys. J. 375, 600â€“607 (1991).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Hertz, P. & Wood, K. S. Astrophys. J. 290, 171â€“184 (1985).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Verbunt, F. & Meylan, G. Astr. Astrophys. 203, 297â€“305 (1988).
ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Machin, G., Callanan, P. J., Charles, P. & Naylor, T. in Accretion-Powered Compact Binaries, (ed. Mauche, C. W.) 163â€“166 (Cambridge Univ. Press, 1990).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Bailyn, C. D., Grindlay, J. E. & Garcia, M. R. Astrophys. J. 357, L35â€“L37 (1990).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	White, N. E. & Mason, K. O. Space Sci. Rev. 40, 167â€“194 (1985).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Verbunt, F., van Paradijs, J. & Elson, R. Mon. Not. R. astr. Soc. 210, 899â€“914 (1984).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Pallavicini, R. Astr. Astrophys. Rev. 1, 177â€“207 (1987).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Goodman, J. in Dynamics of Dense Stellar Systems (ed. Merritt, D.) 183â€“193 (Cambridge Univ. Press, 1989).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	De Marchi, G., Paresce, F. & Ferraro, F. Astrophys. J. (in the press).

	Paresce, F. Faint Object Camera Instrument Handbook, Version 3.0 (ST Scl, Baltimore, 1992).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Webbink, R. F. in Dynamics of Star Clusters (eds Goodman, J. & Hut, P.) 541â€“577 (Cambridge Univ. Press, 1985).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Hesser, J. E. et al. Proc. astr. Soc. Pacif. 99, 739â€“808 (1987).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Bailyn, C. D. in Accretion-Powered Compact Binaries (ed. Mauche, C. W.) 55â€“58 (Cambridge Univ. Press, 1990).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Francis, P. J. et al. Astrophys. J. 373, 465â€“470 (1991).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Urry, C. M., Kondo, Y., Hackney, K. R. H. & Hackney, R. L. Astrophys. J. 330, 791â€“802 (1988).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Verbunt, F. Astr. Astrophys. Suppl. 71, 339â€“361 (1987).
ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Van Paradijs, J. in Accretion Driven Stellar X-ray Sources (eds Lewin, W. H. G. & Van den Heuvel, E. P. J.) 189â€“260 (Cambridge Univ. Press, 1983).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Patterson, J. & Raymond, J. Astrophys. J. 292, 535â€“549 (1985).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Frank, J. in The Evolution of Galactic X-ray Binaries, (eds Truemper, J., Lewin, W. H. G. & Brinkmann, W.) 295â€“300 (Reidel, Dordrecht, 1986).
BookÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Mauche, C. W., Miller, G. S., Raymond, J. C. & Lamb, F. K. in Accretion-Powered Compact Binaries (ed. Mauche, C. W.) 195â€“202 (Cambridge Univ. Press, 1990).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Meylan, G., Dubath, P. & Mayor, M. Astrophys. J. 383, 587â€“593 (1991).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Manchester, R. N. et al. Nature 352, 219â€“221 (1991).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Space Telescope Science Institute, 3700 San Martin Drive, Baltimore, Maryland, 21218, USA
Francesco ParesceÂ &Â Guido De Marchi

	Osservatorio Astronomico di Bologna, Via Zamboni 33, 40126, Bologna, Italy
Francesco R. Ferraro


Author notes
	F.P. is on assignment from the Astrophysics Division, Space Science Department, ESA, and on leave from the Osservatorio Astronomico di Torino, Italy. G.D.M. is on leave from the Dipartimento di Astronomia, Scuola di Dottorato, Universita di Firenze, Italy.
	Francesco Paresce



Authors	Francesco ParesceView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	Guido De MarchiView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	Francesco R. FerraroView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar







Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Paresce, F., De Marchi, G. & Ferraro, F. Possible cataclysmic variable in the core of the globular cluster 47 Tucanae.
                    Nature 360, 46â€“48 (1992). https://doi.org/10.1038/360046a0
Download citation
	Received: 26 May 1992

	Accepted: 04 September 1992

	Issue Date: 05 November 1992

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1038/360046a0


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        








            


            
        
            
                This article is cited by

                
                    	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Ultraviolet Studies Of Interacting Binaries
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Boris T. GÃ¤ansicke
	Domitilla De Martino
	Steven N. Shore


                                
                                Astrophysics and Space Science (2006)

                            


                

            

        
    

            
                Comments
By submitting a comment you agree to abide by our Terms and Community Guidelines. If you find something abusive or that does not comply with our terms or guidelines please flag it as inappropriate.



                
                    
                    

                

            
        





    
        

        
            
                

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



            

            
                

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



            

        
    


    
        
    

    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            Advertisement

                            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


                        

                    

                

            

            

            

        

    






    
        
            
                Explore content

                	
                                
                                    Research articles
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    News
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Opinion
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Research Analysis
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Careers
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Books & Culture
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Podcasts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Videos
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Current issue
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Browse issues
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Collections
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Subjects
                                
                            


                	
                            Follow us on Facebook
                            
                        
	
                            Follow us on Twitter
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Subscribe
                            
                        
	
                            Sign up for alerts
                            
                        
	
                            
                                RSS feed
                            
                        


            

        
    
    
        
            
                
                    About the journal

                    	
                                
                                    Journal Staff
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    About the Editors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Information
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Our publishing models
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial Values Statement
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Metrics
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Awards
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Contact
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial policies
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    History of Nature
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Send a news tip
                                
                            


                

            
        

        
            
                
                    Publish with us

                    	
                                
                                    For Authors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    For Referees
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Language editing services
                                
                            
	
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            


                

            
        
    



    
        Search

        
            Search articles by subject, keyword or author
            
                
                    
                

                
                    
                        Show results from
                        All journals
This journal


                    

                    
                        Search
                    

                


            

        


        
            
                Advanced search
            
        


        Quick links

        	Explore articles by subject
	Find a job
	Guide to authors
	Editorial policies


    





        
    
        
            

            
                
                    Nature (Nature)
                
                
    
    
        ISSN 1476-4687 (online)
    
    


                
    
    
        ISSN 0028-0836 (print)
    
    

            

        

    




    
        
    nature.com sitemap

    
        
            
                About Nature Portfolio

                	About us
	Press releases
	Press office
	Contact us


            


            
                Discover content

                	Journals A-Z
	Articles by subject
	Protocol Exchange
	Nature Index


            


            
                Publishing policies

                	Nature portfolio policies
	Open access


            


            
                Author & Researcher services

                	Reprints & permissions
	Research data
	Language editing
	Scientific editing
	Nature Masterclasses
	Research Solutions


            


            
                Libraries & institutions

                	Librarian service & tools
	Librarian portal
	Open research
	Recommend to library


            


            
                Advertising & partnerships

                	Advertising
	Partnerships & Services
	Media kits
                    
	Branded
                        content


            


            
                Professional development

                	Nature Careers
	Nature 
                        Conferences


            


            
                Regional websites

                	Nature Africa
	Nature China
	Nature India
	Nature Italy
	Nature Japan
	Nature Korea
	Nature Middle East


            


        

    

    
        	Privacy
                Policy
	Use
                of cookies
	
                Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
                
            
	Legal
                notice
	Accessibility
                statement
	Terms & Conditions
	Your US state privacy rights


    





        
    
        [image: Springer Nature]
    
    © 2024 Springer Nature Limited




    

    
    
    







    

    



    
    

        

    
        
            


Close
    



        

            
                
                    [image: Nature Briefing]
                    Sign up for the Nature Briefing newsletter â€” what matters in science, free to your inbox daily.

                

                
                    
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        
                        

                        Email address

                        
                            
                            
                            
                            Sign up
                        


                        
                            
                            I agree my information will be processed in accordance with the Nature and Springer Nature Limited Privacy Policy.
                        

                    

                

            


        


    

    
    

        

    
        
            

Close
    



        
            Get the most important science stories of the day, free in your inbox.
            Sign up for Nature Briefing
            
        


    









    [image: ]







[image: ]
