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            Abstract
 EXCITATORY amino acids (EAAs) are important neurotransmit-ters in the vertebrate central nervous system1. Electrophysiological and ligand-binding studies indicate that at least three different receptor subtypes for EAAs existâ€”N-methyl-D-aspartate, kainate and quisqualate receptor subtypesâ€”on the basis of the preferred agonist of the receptors1,2. We recently purified a kainate-binding protein (KBP) from frog (Rana pipiens berlandieri) brain by domoic acid (a high-affinity kainate analogue) affinity Chromatography3, and showed that the kainate-binding activity was associated with a protein of relative molecular mass 48,000 (Mr 48 K) 3,4. The pharmacological properties and the anatomical distribution of KBP were consistent with those of a kainate recep-tor-ionophore complex3â€“5. We have now isolated a complementary DNA encoding KBP of Mr 48 K. The deduced amino-acid sequence of the KBP has similar hydrophobic profiles to those found in other ligand-gated ion channel subunits6, and shows some amino-acid sequence similarities to the corresponding regions of brain nicotinic acetyIcholine receptor subunits7. Localization of the KBP messenger RN As by in situ hydridization histochemistry is compatible with the results of immunohistochemistry and receptor autoradiography studies5. COS-7 cells transfected with the cDNA encoding the KBP show high-affinity kainate-binding activity with pharmacological properties similar to those of the biochemically purified KBP (ref. 3). These results provide the first molecular characterization of an EAA-binding site and raise the possibility that the KBP cDNA encodes a ligand-binding subunit of a kainate receptorâ€“ionophore complex.
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