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            Abstract
 Friedreich's ataxia is an autosomal recessive disease with progressive degeneration of the central and peripheral nervous system1,2. The biochemical abnormality underlying the disorder has not been identified. Prompted by the success in localizing the mutations causing Duchenne muscular dystrophy3,4, Huntington's disease5 and cystic fibrosis6â€“8, we have undertaken molecular genetic linkage studies to determine the chromosomal site of the Friedreich's ataxia mutation as an initial step towards the isolation and characterization of the defective gene. We report the assignment of the gene mutation for this disorder to chromosome 9p22-CEN by genetic linkage to an anonymous DNA marker MCT112 and the interferon-Î² gene probe. In contrast to the clinical variation seen for the disorder, no evidence of genetic heterogeneity is observed.
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