







    Skip to main content




    
        
        Thank you for visiting nature.com. You are using a browser version with limited support for CSS. To obtain
            the best experience, we recommend you use a more up to date browser (or turn off compatibility mode in
            Internet Explorer). In the meantime, to ensure continued support, we are displaying the site without styles
            and JavaScript.


    




    

    
            

            
                
                    Advertisement

                    
        
            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


        
    
                

            
        

    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                [image: Nature]
                            
                        
                    
                    

                    
                    	
                            
                                View all journals
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Search
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Log in
                            
                        


                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    
                                        Explore content
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        About the journal
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Publish with us
                                        
                                    
	
                                    
                                        Subscribe
                                    
                                


                        	
                                    
                                        Sign up for alerts
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                            RSS feed
                                    
                                


                    

                

            

        
    


    
    
        
            
                	nature



	letters

	
                                    article


    
        
        
            
            
                
                    	Letter
	Published: 14 March 1985



                    Timing of deglaciation from an oxygen isotope curve for Atlantic deep-sea sediments

                    	W. H. Berger1, 
	J. S. Killingley1 & 
	E. Vincent1Â 



                    

                    
                        
    Nature

                        volumeÂ 314,Â pages 156â€“158 (1985)Cite this article
                    

                    
        
            	
                        93 Accesses

                    
	
                        44 Citations

                    
	
                    Metrics details

                


        

    
                    
                

                
                
    
    

    
    

                
            


        
            Abstract
The exact timing of deglaciation is an important issue in the context of climatic feedback involving the deglacial rise in atmospheric CO2 seen in ice cores1â€“4. We have produced evidence, from box cores taken in the equatorial Atlantic, that the last deglaciation occurred in two major steps which were separated by a brief pause5. Here we propose that this pause is equivalent to the period of glacial readvance known as â€˜Younger Dryasâ€™, which lasted from about 11 to 10 kyr BP. If our correlation is correct, then the initiation of deglaciation occurred after 14 kyr BP, which disagrees with most other deep-sea timescales.
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