







    Skip to main content




    
        
        Thank you for visiting nature.com. You are using a browser version with limited support for CSS. To obtain
            the best experience, we recommend you use a more up to date browser (or turn off compatibility mode in
            Internet Explorer). In the meantime, to ensure continued support, we are displaying the site without styles
            and JavaScript.


    




    

    
            

            
                
                    Advertisement

                    
        
            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


        
    
                

            
        

    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                [image: Nature]
                            
                        
                    
                    

                    
                    	
                            
                                View all journals
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Search
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Log in
                            
                        


                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    
                                        Explore content
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        About the journal
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Publish with us
                                        
                                    
	
                                    
                                        Subscribe
                                    
                                


                        	
                                    
                                        Sign up for alerts
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                            RSS feed
                                    
                                


                    

                

            

        
    


    
    
        
            
                	nature



	letters

	
                                    article


    
        
        
            
            
                
                    	Letter
	Published: 02 December 1982



                    Trapped methyl radicals in chert

                    	D. R. Griffiths1, 
	G. V. Robins1, 
	N. J. Seeley1, 
	H. Chandra2, 
	D. A. C. McNeil2 & 
	â€¦
	M. C. R. Symons2Â 

Show authors

                    

                    
                        
    Nature

                        volumeÂ 300,Â pages 435â€“436 (1982)Cite this article
                    

                    
        
            	
                        50 Accesses

                    
	
                        35 Citations

                    
	
                    Metrics details

                


        

    
                    
                

                
                
    
    

    
    

                
            


        
            Abstract
We have demonstrated recently that electron spin resonance (ESR) spectroscopy can detect a narrow signal from electron gain (Eâ€²) centres in flint (Upper Cretaceous lepispheric chert)1. This signal, caused by the effect of natural radiation, is lost on heating and may be useful for dating2. ESR signals from various organic radicals are now reported in a wide variety of cherts. The thermal dependence of the signals may provide valuable information about the duration and temperature of ancient chert heatings.
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