







    Skip to main content




    
        
        Thank you for visiting nature.com. You are using a browser version with limited support for CSS. To obtain
            the best experience, we recommend you use a more up to date browser (or turn off compatibility mode in
            Internet Explorer). In the meantime, to ensure continued support, we are displaying the site without styles
            and JavaScript.


    




    

    
            

            
                
                    Advertisement

                    
        
            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


        
    
                

            
        

    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                [image: Nature]
                            
                        
                    
                    

                    
                    	
                            
                                View all journals
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Search
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Log in
                            
                        


                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    
                                        Explore content
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        About the journal
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Publish with us
                                        
                                    
	
                                    
                                        Subscribe
                                    
                                


                        	
                                    
                                        Sign up for alerts
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                            RSS feed
                                    
                                


                    

                

            

        
    


    
    
        
            
                	nature



	letters

	
                                    article


    
        
        
            
            
                
                    	Letter
	Published: 24 June 1982



                    Evidence of colonial nesting and ‘site fidelity’ among ornithischian dinosaurs

                    	John R. Horner1 



                    

                    
                        
    Nature

                        volume 297, pages 675–676 (1982)Cite this article
                    

                    
        
            	
                        690 Accesses

                    
	
                        115 Citations

                    
	
                            28 Altmetric

                        
	
                    Metrics details

                


        

    
                    
                

                
                
    
    

    
    

                
            


        
            Abstract
Recent discoveries in the late Cretaceous (Campanian) Two Medicine Formation of western Montana indicate that some dinosaur species, like some modern species of birds and crocodiles, nested in colonies. I report here evidence that members of one species returned to the same nesting area for many years. There are also indications that, after hatching, some species remained in their respective nests whereas others left the nest but remained in, or at least returned occasionally to, the nesting site. The area in which these discoveries were made is the Willow Creek Anticline of Teton County, where in 1978 a nest of fifteen, 1-m long hadrosaurs provided the first evidence of extended parental care among dinosaurs1.
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