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            Abstract
The common assumption that the lineage leading to modern orang-utans has always been arboreal is based on general principles of irreversibility and parsimony rather than on any direct evidence of postcranial morphology in ancestral species. We argue here that the available evidence, albeit indirect and circumstantial, justifies the concept of a Pliocene orang-utan ancestor at least as terrestrial as the modern chimpanzee.




            
                
                    

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



                
            


            
                
                    
                

            

            
                
                
                
                
                    
                        This is a preview of subscription content, access via your institution

                    

                    
                

                

                Access options

                


                
                    
                        
                            

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
    



                        

                        

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



                    
                

                
    
    Subscribe to this journal
Receive 51 print issues and online access
$199.00 per year
only $3.90 per issue

Learn more


Rent or buy this article
Prices vary by article type
from$1.95
to$39.95
Learn more


Prices may be subject to local taxes which are calculated during checkout



  

    
    
        
    Additional access options:

    	
            Log in
        
	
            Learn about institutional subscriptions
        
	
            Read our FAQs
        
	
            Contact customer support
        



    

                
                    
                


                
                    
                        
        
            
                Similar content being viewed by others

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        Deciphering African late middle Pleistocene hominin diversity and the origin of our species
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         10 September 2019
                                    

                                

                                AurÃ©lien Mounier & Marta MirazÃ³n Lahr

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        A new ape from TÃ¼rkiye and the radiation of late Miocene hominines
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         23 August 2023
                                    

                                

                                Ayla Sevim-Erol, David R. Begun, â€¦ M. Cihat AlÃ§iÃ§ek

                            
                        

                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    [image: ]

                                
                                
                                    
                                        The Evolutionary Radiation of Hominids: a Phylogenetic Comparative Study
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Article
                                         Open access
                                         24 October 2019
                                    

                                

                                Guido Rocatti & S. Ivan Perez

                            
                        

                    
                

            
        
            
        
    
                    
                
            

            
                References
	Kahlke, H. D. Vertebr. palasiat. 2, 104â€“108 (1961).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Kahlke, H. D. Asian Perspect. 15, 5â€“14 (1972).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Delson, E. Paleoanthropology in the People's Republic of China (eds Howells, W. W. & Tsuchitani, P. J.) 40â€“65 (National Academy of Sciences, Washington DC, 1977).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Groves, C. P. Mammalian Species No. 4 (American Society of Mammalology, 1971).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	von Koenigswald, G. H. R. Anthrop. Pap. Am. Mus. nat. Hist. 43, 291â€“326 (1952).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Simons, E. L. & Ettel, P. Scient. Am. 221(1), 76â€“ 85 (1970).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Pilbeam, D. R. Nature 225, 516â€“519 (1970).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Pilbeam, D. R. Current Arguments on Early Man (ed. Konigsson, L.-K.) (Pergamon, Oxford, in the press).

	Aigner, J. S. Anthropologie, Brno 10 (Nos. 2 & 3), 39â€“50 (1972).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Frenzel, B. Science 161, 637â€“649 (1968).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Hsu, J. Scientia sin. 15, 410â€“414 (1966).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Hooijer, D. A. Zool Meded. (Mus. Leiden) 29, 175â€“301 (1948).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Hooijer, D. A. Evolution 3, 125â€“128 (1949).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Pilbeam, D. R. & Gould, S. J. Science 186, 892â€“901 (1974).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Gingerich, P. D. Am. J. phys. Anthrop. 47, 395â€“398 (1977).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Kinzey, W. G. J. hum. Evol. 3, 193â€“203 (1974).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Bonner, J. T. Paleont. Soc. Mem. 2, 1â€“15 (1968).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Gould, S. J. Am. Zool. 15, 351â€“362 (1975).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Marshall, L. G. & Corruccini, R. S. Paleobiology 4, 101â€“119 (1978).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	MacKinnon, J. Anim. Behav. 22, 3â€“74 (1974).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Leutenegger, W. & Kelley, J. T. Primates 18, 117â€“136 (1977).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Clutton-Brock, T. H., Harvey, P. H. & Rudder, B. Nature 269, 797â€“800 (1977).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Rodman, P. S. Comparative Ecology and Behavior of Primates (eds Michael, R. P. & Crook, J. H.) 171â€“209 (Academic, London, 1973).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Horr, D. A. Primate Behavior (ed. Rosenblum, L. A.) 4, 307â€“323 (Academic, New York, 1975).
BookÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Galdikas-Brindamour, B. Natn. geogr. Mag. 148, 444â€“473 (1975).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	MacKinnon, J. Primates 18, 747â€“772 (1977).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Rijksen, H. D. Fifth int. Cong. Primatol. 373â€“379 (Karger, Basel, 1975).

	Leutenegger, W. Nature 272, 610â€“611 (1978).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Ralls, K. Am. Nat. 111, 917â€“938 (1977).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	MacKinnon, J. Oryx 11, 141â€“191 (1971).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Kay, R. F. Am. J. phys. Anthrop. 43, 195â€“216 (1975).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Walker, P. & Murray, P. Primate Functional Morphology and Evolution (ed. Tuttle, R. H.) 135â€“150 (Aldine, Chicago, 1975).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Molnar, S. & Gantt, D. G. Am. J. phys. Anthrop. 46, 447â€“454 (1977).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Gantt, D. G. thesis, Washington Univ. (1977).

	Biegert, J. Classification and Human Evolution (ed. Washburn, S.) 116â€“145 (Aldine,Chicago, 1963).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Hershkovitz, P. Folia primatol. 13, 213â€“240 (1970).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Zingeser, M. R. Folia primatol. 20, 351â€“390 (1973).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Simons, E. L. and Pilbeam, D. R. Folia primatol. 3, 81â€“152 (1965).
ArticleÂ 
    CASÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                


Download references




Author information
Author notes	Richard J. Smith
Present address: Department of Orthodontics, Dental School, University of Maryland, Baltimore, Maryland, 21201


Authors and Affiliations
	Department of Anthropology, Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut, 06520
Richard J. SmithÂ &Â David R. Pilbeam


Authors	Richard J. SmithView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	David R. PilbeamView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar







Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
Smith, R., Pilbeam, D. Evolution of the orang-utan.
                    Nature 284, 447â€“448 (1980). https://doi.org/10.1038/284447a0
Download citation
	Received: 09 November 1979

	Accepted: 01 February 1980

	Issue Date: 03 April 1980

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1038/284447a0


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        








            


            
        
            
                This article is cited by

                
                    	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Dental evolution of the orang-utan in China
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Chuan Kun Ho
	Guo Xing Zhou
	Davis R. Swindler


                                
                                Human Evolution (1995)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        The evolutionary relationships of man and orang-utans
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Jeffrey H. Schwartz


                                
                                Nature (1984)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Ramapithecines from China: evidence from tooth dimensions
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Wu Rukang
	Charles E. Oxnard


                                
                                Nature (1983)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Palatine fenestrae, the orangutan and hominoid evolution
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Jeffrey H. Schwartz


                                
                                Primates (1983)

                            


                

            

        
    

            
                Comments
By submitting a comment you agree to abide by our Terms and Community Guidelines. If you find something abusive or that does not comply with our terms or guidelines please flag it as inappropriate.



                
                    
                    

                

            
        





    
        

        
            
                

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



            

            
                

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



            

        
    


    
        
    

    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            Advertisement

                            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


                        

                    

                

            

            

            

        

    






    
        
            
                Explore content

                	
                                
                                    Research articles
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    News
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Opinion
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Research Analysis
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Careers
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Books & Culture
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Podcasts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Videos
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Current issue
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Browse issues
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Collections
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Subjects
                                
                            


                	
                            Follow us on Facebook
                            
                        
	
                            Follow us on Twitter
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Subscribe
                            
                        
	
                            Sign up for alerts
                            
                        
	
                            
                                RSS feed
                            
                        


            

        
    
    
        
            
                
                    About the journal

                    	
                                
                                    Journal Staff
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    About the Editors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Information
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Our publishing models
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial Values Statement
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Metrics
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Awards
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Contact
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial policies
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    History of Nature
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Send a news tip
                                
                            


                

            
        

        
            
                
                    Publish with us

                    	
                                
                                    For Authors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    For Referees
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Language editing services
                                
                            
	
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            


                

            
        
    



    
        Search

        
            Search articles by subject, keyword or author
            
                
                    
                

                
                    
                        Show results from
                        All journals
This journal


                    

                    
                        Search
                    

                


            

        


        
            
                Advanced search
            
        


        Quick links

        	Explore articles by subject
	Find a job
	Guide to authors
	Editorial policies


    





        
    
        
            

            
                
                    Nature (Nature)
                
                
    
    
        ISSN 1476-4687 (online)
    
    


                
    
    
        ISSN 0028-0836 (print)
    
    

            

        

    




    
        
    nature.com sitemap

    
        
            
                About Nature Portfolio

                	About us
	Press releases
	Press office
	Contact us


            


            
                Discover content

                	Journals A-Z
	Articles by subject
	Protocol Exchange
	Nature Index


            


            
                Publishing policies

                	Nature portfolio policies
	Open access


            


            
                Author & Researcher services

                	Reprints & permissions
	Research data
	Language editing
	Scientific editing
	Nature Masterclasses
	Research Solutions


            


            
                Libraries & institutions

                	Librarian service & tools
	Librarian portal
	Open research
	Recommend to library


            


            
                Advertising & partnerships

                	Advertising
	Partnerships & Services
	Media kits
                    
	Branded
                        content


            


            
                Professional development

                	Nature Careers
	Nature 
                        Conferences


            


            
                Regional websites

                	Nature Africa
	Nature China
	Nature India
	Nature Italy
	Nature Japan
	Nature Korea
	Nature Middle East


            


        

    

    
        	Privacy
                Policy
	Use
                of cookies
	
                Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
                
            
	Legal
                notice
	Accessibility
                statement
	Terms & Conditions
	Your US state privacy rights


    





        
    
        [image: Springer Nature]
    
    © 2024 Springer Nature Limited




    

    
    
    







    

    



    
    

        

    
        
            


Close
    



        

            
                
                    [image: Nature Briefing]
                    Sign up for the Nature Briefing newsletter â€” what matters in science, free to your inbox daily.

                

                
                    
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        
                        

                        Email address

                        
                            
                            
                            
                            Sign up
                        


                        
                            
                            I agree my information will be processed in accordance with the Nature and Springer Nature Limited Privacy Policy.
                        

                    

                

            


        


    

    
    

        

    
        
            

Close
    



        
            Get the most important science stories of the day, free in your inbox.
            Sign up for Nature Briefing
            
        


    









    [image: ]







[image: ]
