







    Skip to main content




    
        
        Thank you for visiting nature.com. You are using a browser version with limited support for CSS. To obtain
            the best experience, we recommend you use a more up to date browser (or turn off compatibility mode in
            Internet Explorer). In the meantime, to ensure continued support, we are displaying the site without styles
            and JavaScript.


    




    

    
            

            
                
                    Advertisement

                    
        
            
    
        
            
                
        

    


        
    
                

            
        

    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                
                            
                        
                    
                    

                    
                    	
                            
                                View all journals
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Search
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Log in
                            
                        


                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    
                                        Explore content
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        About the journal
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Publish with us
                                        
                                    
	
                                    
                                        Subscribe
                                    
                                


                        	
                                    
                                        Sign up for alerts
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                            RSS feed
                                    
                                


                    

                

            

        
    


    
    
        
            
                	nature



	letters

	
                                    article


    
        
        
            
            
                
                    	Letter
	Published: 21 June 1979



                    Seminalplasmin—an antimicrobial protein from bovine seminal plasma which acts in E. coli by specific inhibition of rRNA synthesis

                    	E. S. P. REDDY1 & 
	P. M. BHARGAVA1 



                    

                    
                        
    Nature

                        volume 279, pages 725–728 (1979)Cite this article
                    

                    
        
            	
                        117 Accesses

                    
	
                        93 Citations

                    
	
                            3 Altmetric

                        
	
                    Metrics details

                


        

    
                    
                

                
                
    
    

    
    

                
            


        
            Abstract
SEMINAL PLASMA—the fluid in which spermatozoa are ejaculated—has been known to inhibit reversibly both RNA and protein synthesis in sperm cells1–3. Here we report the isolation from seminal plasma, purification to homogeneity, and characterisation of a protein which we have called ‘seminalplasmin’, that specifically inhibits rRNA synthesis in Escherichia coli and is highly antimicrobial.
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