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            Abstract
THE occurrence of pleural and peritoneal mesotheliomata is linked with the inhalation of asbestos fibres1,2. Experimentally, mesotheliomata have been induced by the intrapleural inoculation of asbestos fibres into rats3. These findings suggest that the incorporation of the fibres disturbs processes at the cellular level. The possibility that they induce chromosome abnormalities was indicated by V. Timbrell (personal communication) and we have investigated it further using cultured Chinese hamster cells.
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