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            Abstract
ONLY a limited number of experiments have been designed to evaluate the effects of noise on aggression. As animal models of aggression are amenable to pharmacological and physiological analysis we have investigated the effect of noise on aggression in rats and have found an interesting non-monotonic relationship, with an increase in aggression at moderate noise levels but a decrease at high levels. The aggressive behaviour chosen for the present experiments was shock-elicited aggression in the rat. Two rats were paired in a small enclosure and subjected to a series of footshocks which elicit fighting, depending on the intensity, frequency and duration of electric shock1,2. This is a well documented and highly reliable form of aggressive behaviour that is usually considered a form of irritable aggression3.
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