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            Abstract
THE Malpighian tubules of insects serve as an excretory organ and also as a site for the storage of waste products. In the silkworm (Bombyx mori), these tubules are filled with bire-fringent crystals (Fig. 1). Early workers observed particles in Malpighian tubules and noted their appearance in the lumen during the moulting cycle1,2. They tentively identified the particles as urates, carbonates or calcium oxalate3,4. Using powder X-ray diffraction, we have established that the crystals are calcium oxalate monohydrate.
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