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            Abstract
YOUNG hyphae of filamentous fungi generally grow outward in a straight line from their point of origin in a colony. The branches of the hypha grow at a more or less acute angle to the parent hypha and in a forward-pointing direction. They never grow backwards into the colony except under unusual experimental conditions1. There are exceptions. The clamp connexions of the Basidiomycetes, on initiation, grow backwards, as may the fusion cell in crozier formation in the Ascomycetes. Another exception may be found among the mycelial strand-forming fungi such as Merulius lacrimans, where thigmotropically sensitive â€œtendrilâ€� hyphae may grow backwards (or forwards) along the wide main hyphae2.
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