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            Abstract
INJECTION of hydrocortisone into new-born mice results in the development of a wasting syndrome similar to that seen in mice after neonatal thymectomy1. McIntire et al.2 suggested that the wasting disease seen in neonatally thymectomized mice is associated with an infectious process as the wasting syndrome does not appear in neonatally thymectomized germ-free mice. Administration of antibiotics to neonatally thymectomized rats has been shown to influence favourably the subsequent development of wasting disease in these animals3,4.
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