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            Abstract
THE classical work of Regen1 on the effect of artificially produced sounds on the stridulation behaviour of Pholidoptera (= Thamnotrizon) aptera (Fab.) has prompted similar work on the related British species Ph. griseoaptera (De Geer), with the view of clarifying our understanding of the factors involved in the alternation â€˜singingâ€™ of males and the response to sound by females. There appears to be some confusion in the literature about the conditions under which Regen induced his insects to â€˜singâ€™ in alternation with artificial signals. The widely accepted view2,3 is that he was able to obtain this response only from newly moulted adults which had not already learnt to sing in concert with other males. In fact, Regen points out that young males do not alternate at all until they have â€˜sungâ€™ together for some time and his experiments did not begin until they had started to alternate for long periods. There seems to be little evidence that his earlier failures, with older males, were due to learning by the insect, and other work in this field4,5 supports the view that any recognition of the specific â€˜songâ€™ is due to inborn mechanisms.
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