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            Abstract
THE loss of viability of Rhizobia on the surface of some legume seeds was described in early reports quoted by Fred, Baldwin and McCoy1 and more recently by other workers. Greenwood (personal communication) found that survival of Rhizobia was better when applied in a peat-pumice carrier than in a milk suspension, and suggested that the white clover (Trifolium repens) â€œseed surface may have a toxic effect on rhizobiaâ€�. Vincent2 showed that survival on glass beads was superior to that on subterranean clover (T. subterraneum) seed. Lobb3 suggested that an inhibitory substance may be present in lucerne (Medicago sativa) and white clover seed coats. However, in no case was it conclusively demonstrated whether reduced viability was due only to unsuitable physical conditions for survival or also to an inhibitory effect of the seed. Inhibition of organisms other than Rhizobia, by antibiotic substances in the seed of flowering plants, has been demonstrated by several workers4â€“6.
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