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            Abstract
EARLY observations on canine spermatozoa by Leeuwenhoek1, and Spallanzani2, although mainly confined to microscopic studies of sperm morphology and motility, included also experiments on various factors affecting sperm activity, and a successful attempt to perform artificial insemination in the bitch. A perusal of the existing literature, however, concerning the chemical composition of dog semen shows that the present knowledge is still very incomplete3,4. Moreover, the early analyses of dog semen were carried out mainly with whole ejaculates, although, as already shown by Ivanov5, dog semen is ejaculated in three fractions, the middle one containing the highest concentration of spermatozoa.
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