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            Abstract
THE optical aids conventionally used for the improvement of sub-normal vision at near viewing distances (for example, reading) comprise compound, short microscopic systems of varying magnifications, often obtained by placing an additional convex lens over the objective of a Galilean telescopic unit. These microscopic spectacles present a number of disadvantages; thus they have a very restricted field of view (usually less than 30Â°), they cause changes in spatial perception and, moreover, are heavy, conspicuous, and, in Australia, very costly. Compound systems are employed because of the contention, expressed throughout the literature, that single high-power convex lenses could not provide the necessary field properties.
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