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            Abstract
One hundred and fifty five pediatric patients underwent allogeneic bone marrow transplantation between 1980 and 1996 in the St Anna Childrenâ€™s Hospital in Vienna with an overall survival of 52.3% (81 patients). Seventy-three patients with a minimum observation time of 1 year (1â€“13 years, median: 4.6) were analyzed retrospectively for chronic GVHD, organ toxicity (WHO score), growth and pubertal development. Chronic GVHD was diagnosed in 20 patients (27.3%), being extensive in 17 cases. Maximum organ toxicity was WHO III in two patients (3%) and WHO II in 11 patients (15%) 1 year after BMT and WHO III in one patient (2%) and WHO II in five patients (11%) 3 years after BMT. Impaired growth and pubertal development were detected in more than 30% 3 years after BMT. As all patients presented with a Karnofsky or Lansky score of more than 80%, they were asked to complete a questionnaire comprising 12 questions concerning physical state of health and psychosocial state of health. Restricted contacts were classified as imposing a severe handicap by six patients (8%), restriction in mobility and â€˜normal life activitiesâ€™ by three patients (4%) and two patients classified themselves as severely physically handicapped. Most patients (75%) reported no physical or psychical impairment.
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