







    Skip to main content




    
        
        Thank you for visiting nature.com. You are using a browser version with limited support for CSS. To obtain
            the best experience, we recommend you use a more up to date browser (or turn off compatibility mode in
            Internet Explorer). In the meantime, to ensure continued support, we are displaying the site without styles
            and JavaScript.


    




    

    
            

            
                
                    Advertisement

                    
        
            
    
        
            
                [image: Advertisement]
        

    


        
    
                

            
        

    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                
                                [image: Nature]
                            
                        
                    
                    

                    
                    	
                            
                                View all journals
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Search
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Log in
                            
                        


                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        	
                                    
                                        Explore content
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        About the journal
                                    
                                
	
                                        
                                            Publish with us
                                        
                                    
	
                                    
                                        Subscribe
                                    
                                


                        	
                                    
                                        Sign up for alerts
                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                            RSS feed
                                    
                                


                    

                

            

        
    


    
    
        
            
                	nature



	letters

	
                                    article


    
        
        
            
            
                
                    	Letter
	Published: 26 May 1951



                    DDT and BHC as Residual Insecticides in Malaya

                    	R. H. WHARTON1Â 



                    

                    
                        
    Nature

                        volumeÂ 167,Â pages 854â€“855 (1951)Cite this article
                    

                    
        
            	
                        57 Accesses

                    
	
                        5 Citations

                    
	
                    Metrics details

                


        

    
                    
                

                
                
    
    

    
    

                
            


        
            Abstract
AN earlier report1 described the effects of the residual insecticides DDT and BHC (â€˜Gammexaneâ€™) on Anopheles maculatus and Culex fatigans entering experimental huts fitted with window traps, following the method employed by Thomson2. A. maculatus was killed by wettable powders of both DDT (200 mgm./sq. ft.) and BHC (40 mgm. gamma isomer/sq. ft.) for at least twelve weeks after application. DDT killed few C. fatigans, the majority being irritated and driven out of the hut without feeding; BHC had the same effect but also killed large numbers for several weeks. Owing to reduced numbers of mosquitoes entering the huts over the later weeks of the experiment, no information was obtained on how long these doses of DDT and BHC would continue to kill A. maculatus. For this reason the experiment was repeated in 1950 using wettable powders at the same doses, the insecticides being applied in January so that the deposits would be ten to twenty weeks old during March, April and May, the period when a seasonal increase in numbers of A. maculatus occurs in Malaya.
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