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            Abstract
IT has been shown1 that in the pulse method of Breit and Tuve for the measurement of the heights of the regions in the upper atmosphere from which wireless waves are reflected, the quantity to be measured is the equivalent path câˆ«ds/U, where U is the group velocity along an element of path ds and c is the velocity of light. The group velocity U is, by definition, the velocity of the crest of the disturbance. Now the crest is by no means an obvious point in the photographic registration, and it has been usual therefore to refer measurements to the beginning of the pulse. A great deal of ingenuity has been called forth in making this point readily recognisable, by shortening the pulse, increasing the rate of build-up, etc., so that errors due to variation in amplitude may be reduced to a minimum. Errors due to dispersion have been ignored or accepted as inevitable.
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