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            Abstract
The aim of this study was to evaluate the synergistic antiangiogenic effect of low dose of vinblastine (VBL) and rapamycin (RAP) in neuroblastoma (NB). Both in vitro (endothelial cells proliferation assay; TUNEL assay; phosphatidylserine exposure and cell cycle analysis) and in vivo (chick embryo chorioallantoic membrane, CAM) assays were used. Each compound alone was able to induce a significant dose- and time-response inhibition of in vitro endothelial cells (EC) growth. Interaction index evaluation indicates that a synergistic effect was found when both drugs were combined at very low doses. Comparable effects were obtained when EC were preincubated with conditioned medium (CM) derived from the human NB cell line HTLA-230. Morphological changes were induced by each drug, and their combination resulted in a clear and stronger effect. Apoptosis was demonstrated by the TUNEL assay and confirmed by Annexin V-FITC staining of EC treated with VBL, showing an increase in the percentage of cells with a G2â€“M and sub-G1 DNA content, whereas in those treated with RAP a block in the G1 cell fraction and inhibition of progression to the S phase were observed. Here too, the combination resulted in a synergistic cell cycle arrest and induction of apoptosis. Similar results were obtained in vivo with the CAM assay. The angiogenic responses induced by HTLA-230-derived CM, NB tumor xenografts, and human NB biopsy specimens were inhibited by each drug and more significantly by their combination. The observation that these well-known drugs display synergistic effects as antiangiogenics when administered frequently at very low dose may be of significance in the designing of new ways of treating NB.
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