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            Two studies now explain why triplet DNA repeats tend to expand in the human genome, causing such severe hereditary neurological disorders as myotonic dystrophy and Huntington disease.
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                    Figure 1: Slippage of repeat-containing DNA strands during DNA synthesis can lead to either expansions or contractions when slip-outs are in the nascent or template DNA strand, respectively.[image: ]


Figure 2: Replication model for repeat expansions in dividing cells.[image: ]


Figure 3: Repair model for repeat expansions in nondividing cells.[image: ]
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