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            Abstract
IT is generally agreed that stable membranes were prerequisite to the assembly of the earliest self-replicating systems1â€“4. Phospholipids, which are ubiquitous in biological membranes and which self-assemble in aqueous environments into stable lipid bilayers and vesicles4, are obvious candidates for prebiotic membrane components. We report here the abiotic synthesis of various lipids, including membranogenic phospholipids.




            
                
                    

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



                
            


            
                
                    
                

            

            
                
                
                
                
                    
                        This is a preview of subscription content, access via your institution

                    

                    
                

                

                Access options

                


                
                    
                        
                            

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
    



                        

                        

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



                    
                

                
    
    Subscribe to this journal
Receive 51 print issues and online access
$199.00 per year
only $3.90 per issue

Learn more



Rent or buy this article
Prices vary by article type
from$1.95
to$39.95
Learn more



Prices may be subject to local taxes which are calculated during checkout



  

    
    
        
    Additional access options:

    	
            Log in
        
	
            Learn about institutional subscriptions
        
	
            Read our FAQs
        
	
            Contact customer support
        



    

                
                    
                


                
                    
                
            

            
                References
	Oparin, A. I., Deborin, G. A. & Yanopolskaya, N. D. in Molecular Evolution (eds. Rohlfing, D. L. & Oparin, A. I.) 343â€“352 (Plenum, New York, 1972).
BookÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Miller, S. L. & Urey, H. C. Science 130, 245â€“251 (1959).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    PubMedÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Weissmann, C. in Cell Membranes: Biochemistry, Cell Biology and Pathology (eds. Weissmann, G. & Claiborne, R.), xiiiâ€“xvi (H. P. Publ., New York, 1975).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Bangham, A. D. Prog. Biophys. molec. Biol. 18, 29â€“95 (1968).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Kenyon, D. H. & Steinman, G. Biochemical Predestination (McGraw-Hill, New York, 1969).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Knauth, L. P. & Epstein, S. Geochim. cosmochim. Acta 40, 1095â€“1108 (1976).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Rohlfing, D. L. Science 193, 68â€“69 (1976).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    PubMedÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Matheja, J. & Degens, E. T. Structural Molecular Biology of Phosphates (Fischer, Stuttgart, 1971).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Harvey, G. R., Mopper, K. & Degens, E. T. Chem. Geol. 9, 79â€“87 (1972).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Weaver, C. E. Geochim. cosmochim. Acta 31, 2181â€“2196 (1967).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Ireland, H. A. in Silica in Sediments (ed. Ireland, H. A.) 1â€“3 (Spec. Publs Soc. econ. Paleont. Miner., Tulsa No. 7, 1959).
BookÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Degens, E. T. Chem. Geol. 13, 1â€“10 (1974).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Rohlfing, D. L. & McAlhaney, W. W. Biosystems (in the press).

	Bligh, E. G. & Dyer, W. J. Can. J. Biochem. Phvsiol. 37, 911â€“917 (1959).
ArticleÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Deamer, D. W., Leonard, R., Tardieu, A. & Branton, D. Biochim. biophys. Acta 219, 47â€“60 (1970).
ArticleÂ 
    PubMedÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Nooner, D. W., Gibert, J. M., Gelpi, E. & Oro, J. Geochim. cosmochim. Acta 40, 915â€“925 (1976).
ArticleÂ 
    ADSÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Mindich, L. in Bacterial Membranes and Walls (ed. Leive, L.), 1â€“36 (Dekker, New York, 1973).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Fox, S. W. & Dose, K. Molecular Evolution and the Origin of Life (Freeman, San Francisco, 1972).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Shah, D. O. in Exobiology (ed. Ponnamperuma, C.), 235â€“265 (North-Holland, Amsterdam, 1972).

                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Freeman, C. P. & West, D. J. Lipid Res. 7, 324â€“327 (1966).
PubMedÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Fricke, U. Analyt. Biochem. 63, 555â€“558 (1975).
ArticleÂ 
    PubMedÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Vaskovsky, V. E. & Kostetsky, E. Y. J. Lipid Res. 9, 396 (1968).
PubMedÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                

	Lowry, O. H., Roberts, N. R., Leiner, K. Y., Wu, M-L. & Farr, A. L. J. biol. Chem. 207, 1â€“17 (1954).
PubMedÂ 
    
                    Google ScholarÂ 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Department of Zoology, University of California, Davis, California, 95616
W. R. HARGREAVES,Â S. J. MULVIHILLÂ &Â D. W. DEAMER


Authors	W. R. HARGREAVESView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	S. J. MULVIHILLView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar



	D. W. DEAMERView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMedÂ Google Scholar







Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


About this article
Cite this article
HARGREAVES, W., MULVIHILL, S. & DEAMER, D. Synthesis of phospholipids and membranes in prebiotic conditions.
                    Nature 266, 78â€“80 (1977). https://doi.org/10.1038/266078a0
Download citation
	Received: 27 October 1976

	Accepted: 21 December 1976

	Published: 01 March 1977

	Issue Date: 03 March 1977

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1038/266078a0


Share this article
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                            Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                        








            


            
        
            
                This article is cited by

                
                    	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Elucidating N-acyl amino acids as a model protoamphiphilic system
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Manesh Prakash Joshi
	Ashwin Uday
	Sudha Rajamani


                                
                                Communications Chemistry (2022)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Synthesis of lipid membranes for artificial cells
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Kira A. Podolsky
	Neal K. Devaraj


                                
                                Nature Reviews Chemistry (2021)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Plausible Emergence and Self Assembly of a Primitive Phospholipid from Reduced Phosphorus on the Primordial Earth
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Michael O. Gaylor
	Pere Miro
	Vytis Karanauskus


                                
                                Origins of Life and Evolution of Biospheres (2021)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Enzyme-free synthesis of natural phospholipids in water
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Luping Liu
	Yike Zou
	Neal K. Devaraj


                                
                                Nature Chemistry (2020)

                            
	
                            
                                
                                    
                                        Prebiological Membranes and Their Role in the Emergence of Early Cellular Life
                                    
                                

                            
                                
                                    	Susovan Sarkar
	Souradeep Das
	Sudha Rajamani


                                
                                The Journal of Membrane Biology (2020)

                            


                

            

        
    

            
                Comments
By submitting a comment you agree to abide by our Terms and Community Guidelines. If you find something abusive or that does not comply with our terms or guidelines please flag it as inappropriate.



                
                    
                    

                

            
        





    
        

        
            
                

    
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                
                    Buy or subscribe
                
            

        
    



            

            
                

    
        
        

        
        
            
                
                Access through your institution
            
        

        
            
                Change institution
            
        

        
        
            
                Buy or subscribe
            
        

        
    



            

        
    


    
        
    

    
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            Advertisement

                            
    
        
            
                
        

    


                        

                    

                

            

            

            

        

    






    
        
            
                Explore content

                	
                                
                                    Research articles
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    News
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Opinion
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Research Analysis
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Careers
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Books & Culture
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Podcasts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Videos
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Current issue
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Browse issues
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Collections
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Subjects
                                
                            


                	
                            Follow us on Facebook
                            
                        
	
                            Follow us on Twitter
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Subscribe
                            
                        
	
                            Sign up for alerts
                            
                        
	
                            
                                RSS feed
                            
                        


            

        
    
    
        
            
                
                    About the journal

                    	
                                
                                    Journal Staff
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    About the Editors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Information
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Our publishing models
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial Values Statement
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Journal Metrics
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Awards
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Contact
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Editorial policies
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    History of Nature
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Send a news tip
                                
                            


                

            
        

        
            
                
                    Publish with us

                    	
                                
                                    For Authors
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    For Referees
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Language editing services
                                
                            
	
                                Submit manuscript
                                
                            


                

            
        
    



    
        Search

        
            Search articles by subject, keyword or author
            
                
                    
                

                
                    
                        Show results from
                        All journals
This journal


                    

                    
                        Search
                    

                


            

        


        
            
                Advanced search
            
        


        Quick links

        	Explore articles by subject
	Find a job
	Guide to authors
	Editorial policies


    





        
    
        
            

            
                
                    Nature (Nature)
                
                
    
    
        ISSN 1476-4687 (online)
    
    


                
    
    
        ISSN 0028-0836 (print)
    
    

            

        

    




    
        
    nature.com sitemap

    
        
            
                About Nature Portfolio

                	About us
	Press releases
	Press office
	Contact us


            


            
                Discover content

                	Journals A-Z
	Articles by subject
	Protocol Exchange
	Nature Index


            


            
                Publishing policies

                	Nature portfolio policies
	Open access


            


            
                Author & Researcher services

                	Reprints & permissions
	Research data
	Language editing
	Scientific editing
	Nature Masterclasses
	Research Solutions


            


            
                Libraries & institutions

                	Librarian service & tools
	Librarian portal
	Open research
	Recommend to library


            


            
                Advertising & partnerships

                	Advertising
	Partnerships & Services
	Media kits
                    
	Branded
                        content


            


            
                Professional development

                	Nature Careers
	Nature 
                        Conferences


            


            
                Regional websites

                	Nature Africa
	Nature China
	Nature India
	Nature Italy
	Nature Japan
	Nature Korea
	Nature Middle East


            


        

    

    
        	Privacy
                Policy
	Use
                of cookies
	
                Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
                
            
	Legal
                notice
	Accessibility
                statement
	Terms & Conditions
	Your US state privacy rights


    





        
    
        
    
    © 2024 Springer Nature Limited




    

    
    
    







    

    



    
    

        

    
        
            


Close
    



        

            
                
                    
                    Sign up for the Nature Briefing newsletter â€” what matters in science, free to your inbox daily.

                

                
                    
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        
                        

                        Email address

                        
                            
                            
                            
                            Sign up
                        


                        
                            
                            I agree my information will be processed in accordance with the Nature and Springer Nature Limited Privacy Policy.
                        

                    

                

            


        


    

    
    

        

    
        
            

Close
    



        
            Get the most important science stories of the day, free in your inbox.
            Sign up for Nature Briefing
            
        


    









    








