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                Patients with localized oesophageal cancer have a 5-year survival rate of less than 20%. Despite a sharp increase in incidence in recent decades there has been no improvement in survival. This might be improved by being able to distinguish patients who respond favourably to chemoradiotherapy from those who do not. So far, neither histological nor demographic factors have been successfully used to make such a distinction.
The authors profiled gene expression in biopsy samples from 19 patients who subsequently underwent chemoradiotherapy. Pathological outcome was estimated by the presence or absence of residual cancer cells in surgical samples that were obtained 5 to 6 weeks after treatment.
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